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Southern Ar izona Koi Association Business  

� � � � � � � � � �

a) Organized by people with the interest of raising and improving the quality of Nishiki Koi, and its culture 
 
b) Through Nishiki Koi, promote better international and community relations and for public welfare and 
the better understanding of brother-hood among members through a common interest. 
 
c) To improve the technology of raising and keeping koi 
 
d) To promote Nishiki Koi 
 
BUSINESS 
 
a) To encourage the raising and better development of koi through public and private exhibition 
 
b) We will have monthly study discussions and make field trips to various members' ponds 
 
c) To carry out necessary business functions of the Club 
 
CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
 
a)  A qualified member must be interested in pond culture 
 
b) Persons wishing to become a member must be first introduced by another member in good standing and 
have approval of the Officers - Dues are payable immediately 
 
c) Membership will be terminated by the Officers if a member is found guilty of negligence of his duty, is 
against the purposes of the southern Arizona Koi Association, and/or who disgraces or insults the Club. 
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President Bob Panter   
sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

Vice President David Young 
 koiman@mindspring.com 
(520) 682-7697 

Secretary Constance Richardson 
concy@earthlink.net 
(520) 546-6402 

Treasurer Faye & Winton Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

 



  � � � � �� � � �       

http:// www.sakoia.org 
May 2007 

 
� � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

2007 Pond Tour Debbie Shaw 
castlerockkings@cox.net 
 (520) 275-4510 

28th Koi Show 
Chairperson(s) 

Bob Panter 
sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

AKCA Representative Debby Young  
debbyt@akca.org 
(520) 682-7697 

Newsletter Editor Laurel Nason 
laurelnason@yahoo.com 
(520) 794-8695 

Koi Health Advisor Noel Shaw 
koidoc@noelshawdc.com 
(520) 400-0335 

Membership 
Chairperson 

Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

Raffle Chairpersons Wanda & Bruce Triebel 
wandakarlik@aol.com 
(520) 572-0060 

 

� � � � 
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 May, what a beautiful month. Flowers are blooming, trees are full of leaves, saguaros are in bloom and koi are 
spawning. O brother, what do I do now? What is all that floating in the water? What is that smell? What is that 
stuff on the plants? Do any of these questions sound familiar? If so, join the club. We have all, or just about all, 
experienced a spawn. Mother nature taking care of her own. 
 
Thanks to all for your help on our pond tour, we couldn’ t have done it without you.  
 
Next up is the AKCA seminar and phoenix area pond tour. Hope you can all make it. It should be a wonderful 
time. Speakers, vendors, hands on activity, more speakers, and a lot more vendors. Please take advantage of this 
opportunity. It is just 100 miles north in Phoenix. This is a club sponsored event, so let’s all try to make it. 
 
For the love of koi, 
 
 Bob Panter , President S.A.K.A. 
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Welcome New Members: 

Troy Wood and Rebecca Wood 

Congratulations: 

Warren Essig who has retired from teaching school after 27 years 
 
Martha Cover on the birth of her second granddaughter 
 
Curt and Lisa Ogren’s son Rusty, graduated from high school and has a music scholarship 

Koi Adoption: 

The following club members have koi that need new homes.  Please contact Terry and Dave Johnson 
(dave@desertaircraft.com), Faye and Winton Hall (297-1253), Sharon Faulk (297-9536) if interested. 

� � 	 
 � � � � � �

Annual Membership Dues:  Members who are receiving this newsletter with a gold star sticker on the cover, 
please be aware that your membership has expired and this will be your last newsletter if your dues aren’ t 
received by June 1st.  
 
Hosting Meetings: For those wishing to host an upcoming business/education meeting, the club will reimburse 
the host up to $50 (with receipts) toward food/beverage for the meeting. We still need hosts for meetings in 
2008. We’d like to see your pond! 
 
Editor ’s Note: Articles published herein are intended for the enjoyment of our club members and come from a 
variety of sources. The articles are not intended to replace veterinary advice. Pond owners, and not the club, are 
responsible for the health of their koi, water changes, what to do, and how to treat their pond. Reasonable effort 
is made to review these articles before including them in the newsletter. 
 
Please contact me if you would like to get your newsletter via email – it’s quicker and in color! 
 
Education:  For those who didn’ t attend April’s education meeting, Noel Shaw’s filtration presentation at the 
last SAKA education meeting, will be posted on our website. 

� � � � � � � � �  
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With your SAKA Membership Card 
 
Boyd Equipment Center    Mountain View Koi Fish &  Aquatic Plants 
3625 S Country Club Road    3828 Keeling Road 
Tucson, AZ     Hereford, Az 
(520) 792-2244 or     (520) 378-3710 
1 (800) 844-2244 
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The upcoming June 26th AKCA Seminar in Phoenix June 21-24th needs SAKA member  volunteers for the 
following events, please contact the point of contact listed if you can help: 

 
 
TRADE SHOW-   JIM  CROUTCH@SCHWAB.COM 
 
REGISTRATION- DEBBY YOUNG - debbyt@akca.org  
 
RAFFLE &  AUCTION - RMCCLENEY@COX.NET  
ASSISTANTS NEEDED 
 
 
PHOENIX POND TOUR - ROBERT POTENBAUM 480 342-8025 
BUS HOST NEEDED 
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JUDGING- DAVID YOUNG   koiman@mindspring.com  
 
ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES - David.Yee@gdc4s.com  
GRAND CANYON TRAIN GUIDE- 
 THURSDAY TOUR GUIDE- 
PHOENIX CITY TOUR GUIDE- 
DRIVER FOR 15 PASSENGER VAN 
CASINO NIGHT GUIDE- 
 
MARKETING/ADVERTISING- LARRY &  DEBBIE BEARUP - larrybearup@aol.com 
 
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS-TOM AYERS 520 AIR-DECA -   azkoiboy@yahoo.com  
SEMINAR MODERATOR 2 NEEDED FOR FRIDAY &  2 NEEDED FOR SATURDAY 
 
AUDIO/VISUAL- RMCCLENEY@COX.NET  
 
AKCA BOOKSTORE - RMCCLENEY@COX.NET  
 THURSDAY 5-8 PM, FRIDAY 9-1 PM, SATURDAY  1-5 PM 

� $ � 
 � � � � � � � � �%	 � 
 � � � � � � � � � 
 � &�� 
 � 	 � � � �

 

 
Date &  Location: April 22, 2007 at Dave and Debby Young’s Home 
 
Call to Order : Meeting called to order at 5:40 pm by Club President Bob Panter.   
 
Treasurer ’s Report: Current balance is $13,504.84. 
 
2007 Membership: Current enrollment is 22 members. 
 
Correspondence: Valley of The Sun Koi Club poster, a new magazine – Koi Nation and various 
newsletters from other clubs. 
 
Pond Tour  Committee:  13 ponds on tour. Tickets are $5.00, children under age 12 are free. Membership 
applications will be available at Frances Case’s. Sunday tour will be around Vail and Green Valley. Debbie 
Shaw already lining up ponds for next year. We are getting a lot of free advertising, so not much budgeted 
money is being spent. Dave and Debby Young have designed a new format for the tickets. It is in booklet form 
that includes information about our club, and an enrollment form. 
 
Budget Committee: Revisions made to revised budget and distributed at meeting. 
 
New Business:  Several people have contacted Debbie Shaw to find homes for their fish. Debbie suggested 
setting up a soft tank at her home in order to house the fish people need to find homes for but Noel thought that 
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it might be better to do next year and advertise throughout the year. Laurel Nason can put a notice in the 
newsletter if people will notify her when they have fish available for adoption. 
 
Old Business: Noel Shaw has received 8 surveys. General consensus is that we would like to go to members’  
homes for meetings and to conduct the education meetings prior to the business meeting. 
Raffle tickets for a LIM ¼ wave pump and UV filter are available. Drawing will be held at the July meeting – 
you must be present to win and have your raffle stub to win. 
Soft tanks are available to loan to members if they need a place to house their fish while doing pond repairs.  
Ads for the newsletter are $25.00 for ¼ page. Members have a free line providing a discount to club members. 
 
Adjournment: Business meeting adjourned at 4:45 pm.  
 
Education: Noel Shaw presented a slide show regarding filtration for your pond, and different filter medium. 
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Taking pictures of your koi – for  hobbyists 
wr itten by Laurel Nason 

  

Most everyone who owns pets has pictures of them. Bragging pictures of Fido or Tabby are framed, emailed or 
carried in wallets to share with family, friends or other pet lovers.  For pond owners with koi and goldfish, 
seldom do we carry pictures in our wallets of our fish and ponds, yet there’s something tranquil and beautiful 
when gazing upon a water feature containing our wet pets.  

For those koi owners who enter their koi in shows, this is an excellent opportunity to get up close and personal 
and getting that candid shot of your favorite koi. The uniform light blue show tank makes an excellent backdrop 
as well as the water clarity for showing off your koi’s best attributes.  Just remember to remove the airstones 
temporarily to minimize water ripple and be aware of the lighting – stand where you won’ t cast a shadow and 
your koi are in uniform light and out of the shadows. 

Taking photographs of koi in a pond is a little more difficult. Lighting, weather, netting, water clarity, water 
depth and camera equipment all affect the results of your endeavors.  
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Camera Equipment  

For most hobbyists who are not professional photographers, the most common household photographic 
equipment is a digital camera or an automatic 35 mm camera. For those who own a manual 35 mm, slow speed 
film (100 speed), a tripod to hold the camera steady and a lens to cut down on glare (ie a polarizing lens) can 
make a big difference in the quality of the pictures. Using a polarizing filter tends to make the pictures darker, so 
its advisable to experiment with different combinations to see what works best. 

For digital camera, a low exposure setting on digital cameras works best and a tripod since any movement of the 
camera while the picture was taken will be evident when the picture is enlarged (ie blur).  When buying a digital 
camera, the number of pixels (megapixels) and zoom (greater than 8) capability go a long way toward good 
resolution and quality of the final picture. Obviously, the better the equipment, the better the pictures tend to 
look.   

The nice part about using a digital camera, is the picture is available for review immediately and can be deleted 
or settings adjusted if need be.  Pictures can be downloaded to the computer and stored or printed as needed. 

The Weather/Environment 

The weather plays the biggest role in the outcome of your pictures since your pictures are taken outdoors.  Most 
people think that the best photographs of their koi can be achieved on bright sunny days. However, the best 
results are usually obtained on calm days that are overcast.  Bright sun tends to create glare/reflections on the 
water and wash out the pictures.  Shadows often show up in the prints if the hobbyist isn’ t observant of where 
he/she stands or the shadows cast by adjacent trees or homes depending on the time of day.  An overcast day on 
the other hand provides even light. 

Non-windy/calm days keep the surface of your pond smooth as glass which provides less movement of plants 
and fish are better seen without a 2 dimensional blurring affect cause by choppy water.  If pictures of the koi are 
desired above the pond as a whole, remember to briefly turn off waterfalls or venturis/airstones to minimize 
rippling of the water. Care should be taken to not exceed a few minutes since during the warm months, oxygen 
content is critical in your biofilter and koi health. If the photos are to include the pond features as well as the 
fish, then encourage the koi to swim closer to you and farther from the waterfall or turbulent portion of the pond. 
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Before taking your photos, look through the view finder and spend a few minutes visualizing the finished 
photograph. Determine what object is to be the focus for each picture and center that object in the viewfinder but 
provide interest in the foreground as well as the background to provide some visual interest. For example, a 
particular koi may be your focal point but in the background you may want to include your waterfall and in the 
foreground a particular water lilly or plant. In some cases, the fish may be present in the foreground with a focal 
point on the waterfall in the center and some scenery (ie. Trees, shrubs) in the background that may be in 
blossom. Another example could be a closeup of your favorite koi framed with a water lilly or cattail in the 
background and koi food in the foreground to bring out the personality of your koi in the photo.   

The koi are constantly in motion, so its important to take pictures from different angles, positions around the 
pond or from  different heights. If your koi don’ t swim toward you out of habit expecting food, it may be 
advantageous to lure them to the surface using food. Just be mindful that the koi will ripple/splash the water as 
they eat and the koi features will be blurred if a picture is taken during this frenzy – although that may be just 
the look you want to capture on film.  

As the saying goes, practice makes perfect, so enjoy your experience and share your best pictures with those you 
know.  It’ s a great way to show of your pond and koi and a great way to encourage others into sharing interest in 
our hobby. 
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General Koi Info:  
http://www.akca.org/   
 
Equipment and Chemistry:  
http://www.aquaticeco.com/  
  
Algae Issues 
http://www.koivet.com/html/articles/articles_results.php?article_id=261&category=19&search_term=string%20
algae 
http://ohioline.osu.edu/a-fact/0012.html  
   
Fish Health:  
http://www.koivet.com/  
 
Koi Blog: 
http://www.koiphen.com/ 
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May 20, 2007 Host: Dan and Martha Cover 

(520) 297-4071 
June 17, 2007 Host:  Al Melvin 

(520) 825-2894 
July 22, 2007 Host: Mountain View Koi Fish &  Aquatic Plants – Annual Potluck 

Curt and Lisa Ogren 
(520) 378-3710 

August 26, 2007 Hosts: Cuong and Stella Le 
(520) 733-3493 

September 23, 2007 Host: Bob and Darleen Panter 
(520) 747-7278 

October 28, 2007 Hosts: Winton and Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

November NO MEETING: See you at the Show! 
December 2007 Hosts: Bruce & Wanda Triebel 

(520) 572-0060 
January 27, 2008 Host: Open  
February 24, 2008 Host: Open  
March 23, 2008 Host: Open  
Apr il 27, 2008 Host: Open  
May, 2008 Host: Open 
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� � � � � � Dates/Location 
 

 
26th Annual AKCA Seminar 
 

 
June 21-24, 2007 
Phoenix Marr iott Mesa 
Mesa, Ar izona 
Hosted by SAKA &  VSKC 

 

 
28th  Annual SAKA Show 
and Koi Auction 

November 9-11, 2007 
Contact Bob Panter  for  Info 
Tucson, Ar izona 
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Mail for KOI USA Subscription to 
P.O. Box 469070 

Escondido, CA  92046 
Or 

Subscribe on-line at 
subscribe@koiusa.com 

Or  
Subscribe by phone at  

1-888-660-2073 
 

For 1 year subscription (6 issues) 
____ $24.95US           for any person in US or Canada 
____ $20.00US          special price for AKCA Koi Club  
   members 

 
 
Club affiliation (for special price) ______________________ 
 
Subscr ibers’  name ______________________________ 
 
Subscr ibers mailing address 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip ____________________________________ 
 
 
Phone number  _____________________________________ 

 
 

Method of payment 
 
___    Check made out to “KOI USA”  
 
___ Visa or Master card    
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
Expiration date ___  ____-____  _____ 
                            Month        year 
 

 

 
 

Annual Membership 
Dues are $25.00 per family from March 1 to February 28 or 29 
of the next year.  If paid after August 1 $17.50, September 1 
$15.00, October $12.50, 
November $10.00, December $7.50. 
 
Membership Type 
_______ Renewal 
_______ New Member 
 
Name: _______________________ 
 
Address: _____________________ 
 
City: _______________________  
 
State: ________ 
 
Zip: _________________________ 
 
Phone #: ____________________ 
 
E-mail ______________________ 
 
Today’s Date: ________________ 
 
# of Koi _____________________ 
 
Years Keeping Koi: ___________ 
 
Pond size: ___________________ 
 
Would you like to host a meeting? 
____________________________ 
 
Would you like to serve on a committee?  
 
______ If yes which one?  
 
_______________________________ 
 

Make Checks payable to: SAKA 
 

Mail to: Faye & Winton Hall 
6775 North Los Arboles Circle 

Tucson, AZ 85704-4110  
 

 


