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Southern Ar izona Koi Association Business 

SAKA AIMS 
a) Organized by people with the interest of raising and improving the quality of Nishiki Koi, and its 
culture 
 
b) Through Nishiki Koi, promote better international and community relations and for public 
welfare and the better understanding of brother-hood among members through a common interest. 
 
c) To improve the technology of raising and keeping koi. 
 
d) To promote Nishiki Koi. 
 
BUSINESS 
 
a) To encourage the raising and better development of koi through public and private exhibition. 
 
b) We will have monthly study discussions and make field trips to various members' ponds. 
 
c) To carry out necessary business functions of the Club. 
 
CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
 
a)  A qualified member must be interested in pond culture. 
 
b) Persons wishing to become a member must be first introduced by another member in good 
standing and have approval of the Officers - Dues are payable immediately. 
 
c) Membership will be terminated by the Officers if a member is found guilty of negligence of his 
duty, is against the purposes of the southern Arizona Koi Association, and/or who disgraces or 
insults the Club.
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SAKA Club Officers 

President Bob Panter   
sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

Vice President David Young 
 koiman@mindspring.com 
(520) 682-7697 

Secretary Constance Richardson 
concy@earthlink.net 
(520) 546-6402 

Treasurer Faye & Winton Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

 

Committees/Points of Contact  

2008 Pond Tour Debbie Shaw 
castlerockkings@cox.net 
 (520) 275-4510 

28th Koi Show 
Chairperson(s) 

Bob Panter 
sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

AKCA Representative Debby Young  
debbyt@akca.org 
(520) 682-7697 

Newsletter Editor Laurel Nason 
laurelnason@yahoo.com 
(520) 794-8695 

Koi Health Advisor Noel Shaw 
koidoc@noelshawdc.com 
(520) 400-0335 

Membership 
Chairperson 

Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

Raffle Chairpersons Wanda & Bruce Triebel 
wandakarlik@aol.com 
(520) 572-0060 

 
Editor ’ s Note: Articles published herein are intended for the enjoyment of our club members and come from a variety of sources. The articles are 
not intended to replace veterinary advice. Pond owners, and not the club, are responsible for the health of their koi, water changes, what to do, and 
how to treat their pond. Reasonable effort is made to review these articles for accuracy before including them in the newsletter. 
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President’s Corner  
Monsoon madness is about gone. Now is the time to start focusing on our 28th annual koi show. What future champion, or 
should I say grand champion are you bringing to the show? You don’ t think any of your koi are so special? They all are. 
Bringing koi to our show shows support for our club and you, the members, are our club. Do not be afraid to ask for help 
in bagging your fish and join the fun.  
 
Our weather is still hot so check your water often. We all want healthy koi. Take the moment and spend some quality time 
with your aquatic pets. Let them get to know you. Feed them at the same place each time and then when you come to feed 
them they will come to you. What a sight to see. Enjoy. You can really get to know your koi this way. 
 
For the love of koi, 
 
 Bob Panter, President S.A.K.A. 

Club Announcements 

Welcome New Members: 

Chris Keene, Jerrie Keene, Donna Quick-Keckler, Jeanmarie Schiller-McGinnis, Anson Tripp, Kazumi Tripp 

Best Wishes: 

Winton Hall had successful angioplasty last month. Glad you’ re feeling better! 

Congratulations: 

Dan and Martha Cover successful hike up/down the Grand Canyon 
Le and Stella’s new baby girl 
David and Debby Young won the ¼ Lim Pump at the Potluck 
Margaret Schreifels won the UV Filter 

Club News 
Discount:  PROTECTAFISH COMPANY will provide SAKA with a 5% discount for orders of 5 or more 
Protect a Fish tank covers. The orders can consist of a combination of the three different sizes (3ft, 6ft, 8ft 
diameters) all ordered at the same time. For further savings, they will ship to one location in one box so 
shipping charges would be minimal. They will also ship to individual members who place an order. 3 Foot 
Holding Tank Cover = $149.95, 6 Foot Holding Tank Cover = $249.95, 8 Foot Holding Tank Cover = $349.95. 
Please contact Noel Shaw if interested. 
 
Hosting Meetings: For those wishing to host an upcoming business/education meeting, the club will reimburse 
the host up to $50 (with receipts) toward food/beverage for the meeting. We still need hosts for  meetings in 
2008. We would like to see your  pond! Contact Laurel Nason (laurelnason@yahoo.com or 794-8695) if 
interested in hosting a meeting. 
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SAKA 10% Discount 
With your SAKA Membership Card at: 
 
Boyd Equipment Center    Mountain View Koi Fish &  Aquatic Plants 
3625 S Country Club Road    3828 E. Keeling Road 
Tucson, AZ     Hereford, Az 85615 
(520) 792-2244 or     (520) 378-3710 
1 (800) 844-2244 
 

July’s Business Meeting Minutes 
Date &  Location: July  22, Kurt & Lisa Ogren’s  Annual Pot Luck meeting in Sierra Vista. 
 
Call to Order : Meeting called to order by President Bob Panter at 1:30 PM 
 
June Minutes: accepted as is. 
 
Treasurer ’s Report:  Current balance: $14,155.21 
 
Membership:  61 
 
Correspondence: Bud Cohn has trophies for sale as well as some fantail fish. Call him @ 745-6773 if 
interested. 
  
AKCA: Have elected new Board members and are updating their web site. The Phoenix AKCA Seminar last 
month was a huge success. Tucson contributors exceeded all projected goals and netted $4,388, which 
represents 20 % of the gross. We should be proud! 
 
Sierra Vista 2007 Pond Tour: 54 people attended and visited eleven ponds. 
 
2007 Koi Show: Show Chairman Bob Panter’s research into the Chinese Cultural Center venue reveals they 
want too much money. A motion was made and passed to have the 2007 Koi Show at the Kino Veteran’s 
Memorial Center. 
 
Old Business:  
SAKA’s new liability insurance is in effect. 
 
New Business:  
Debbie Shaw reports our SAKA club signs, used for the Koi Pond tour, need to be moved out of the elements, 
indoors. Volunteers are needed to transport and store the signs to Dave’s storage shed. Please call Debbie or 
Noel if you can help. 
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Debbie Shaw mentions the Tucson Girl’s Chorus and its need for donations to send each girl to Europe to 
compete in an international competition. Tom Ayers makes the motion to table this issue until the club has more 
information from Debbie; the motion to table is passed. 
 
Raffle Ticket holders: # 835007 &  5580921; you are winners! Come get your prizes. 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 PM. 
 
Pictures from the annual Potluck: 
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SAKA November KOI Show, Auction and Raffle 
Raffle Pr izes: We need businesses to donate raffle prizes for our upcoming November koi show. If any of our club 
members have businesses or work for companies who would like to donate items, gift certificates, etc to support the club, 
please contact Wanda Karlik-Triebel our Raffle Show Person. These prizes can be pond or non-pond related.  We would 
also like our club members to help us with our advertising by asking businesses to display our show poster.  
 
Koi Auction: As part of our annual koi show, club members can donate koi for the club auction. All proceeds go to the 
club. Please contact Laurel Nason if you want to donate fish so we can anticipate the number of show tanks to reserve for 
the auction. Brent has agreed to be our auctioneer again this year. Thanks Brent! 
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Vendors/Trade Show: We are looking for businesses to participate at our show. Please contact Bob Panter for vendor 
packages. 

New Club Raffle: 
The club is raffling off the following pond equipment at the October Meeting. Tickets are $1 each and or 6/$5.00. The 
green Vortex is 30”  wide by “48 deep (used), the black vortex is 36”  wide and 68”  deep (new), the waterway pump is ¼ 
hr, amp 3.4/2.6 rpm 1425/1725 (used for 4 yrs) and the UV Light Emperor Aquatics is a 25 watt 110 gal/hr recommended 
for a 1600 gal pond (used for 1 year and needs a bulb). 

  

  

Featured Articles  

Judging Longfins 
(Mater ial courtesy of AKCA 2007 Seminar  – Ray Jordan, Peter  Ponzio Guest Speakers) 
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Longfin koi were developed over 20 years ago by crossing koi with Indonesian Long finned Carp.  Long finned 
koi do not conform to the standards of traditional koi, not do they conform to the standards of Goldfish. The 
AKCA judging committee has established guidelines in 2006 to standardize how longfins are judged at shows. 
 
Long-Finned Koi will be judged according to these criteria (ranked in order of importance) 

·  Body conformation, finnage, and deportment 
o Body shale should be similar to that of traditional koi; not too think or too fat. Double barbells 

are required 
o Fins should be proportional to the size of the fish’s body, and should be symmetrical; pectoral, 

dorsal and anal and tail fins should complement one another and should not be mis-matched 
o Bent, damaged, or deformed fins are not desirable 
o The overall appearance of the fish should be graceful and energetic; fins should be long and 

flowing, and the fish should give the impression of swimming with ease 
·  Color 

o Colors should be think and even, with no “windows” or small-scattered spots. Speckling and/or 
shimi spots are not desirable 

o Skin luster (sheen) is as important and indicates the overall conditioning and health 
o The pattern edges should be crisp and sharp dividing the colors without blurring of one color to 

the next 
o The ground color should be bright, uniform and consistent 

·  Pattern 
o Traditional recognizable koi patterns are preferable to speckled or muted patterns 
o Patterns which are in proportion to the body and are evenly distributed/balanced are favored 

·  Overall Appearance/Elegance 
o The overall appearance of an adult Long-Finned Koi should be one of a proportioned body with 

graceful matching flowing fins with a fluid swimming motion 
o The appearance of elegance is heightened by symmetrical, balanced fins, and a robust body 

shape. Long fins that appear too skinny or fat or have mismatched fins are not considered 
elegant. 

Quality should be emphasized as with traditional koi, with emphasis placed on health, size, grace and 
swimming motion. Due to the long fins, some fish may have an awkward swimming motion; when swimming 
or at rest, fish should appear graceful. Fins should flow with the fish in the water, giving the impression of the 
fish gliding through the water. 
 
Editor ’s note: Longfins have been available in the US for quite some time (Blue Ridge Fish Hatchery marketed these 
when I first got into koi in 2001).  Some Japanese are now breeding longfins for export but they are not popular in Japan. 
The translation for longfin in Japanese is Hirenaga, so Japanese longfins are now imported as this new “variety” .  
 

MISCELLANEOUS POND PROBLEMS  July 2007 
By Noel Shaw 

Koi Health Advisor  
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As an AKCA Koi Health Advisor for the Southern Arizona Koi Association, I get questions about a variety of pond 
problems.   
 
Everyone’s pond and fish health situation is unique and interesting.  There are many important factors associated 
with the process of analysis and diagnosis, including pond and filtration specs, WQ (water  quality) specs, fish 
behavior , any histor ical problems, recent changes to the pond, fish, or  filtration, etc.  Having as many facts as 
possible helps guide the diagnostic process.   
 
Recently, I got a call from a PO (pond owner) who called me saying that he had lost several large fish in the last two days.  
He had no suspicions of what could be causing their deaths, but many more were now appearing sick to him.   
 
When I got there, I began with assessing basic background information.   
 
POND: 9000 gallon pond, five feet deep, relatively straight sided, three years old, concrete with large rocks on the 
bottom, large central waterfall.  Large abundant emergent vegetation rooted in the rocks on the side.   
 
SETTING: Rim slightly above ground level, no apparent source of runoff into the pond except from the overhanging tin 
roof of the back porch.   
 
WATER SOURCE:  Unchlorinated well water, water changes limited to replacing water used in monthly filter 
backwash.   
 
FILTRATION: ½ HP self-priming pump, 2 skimmers, no bottom drain.  4 cu ft. bead filter with blower and backwash to 
waste.   
 
MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE:  Pond was drained and power washed each of the first two years.  This year he elected 
not to do so, since everything looked so clear and healthy.  Filter is routinely blown and backwashed once a month.   
 
RECENT HISTORY:  No new fish in last three years.  Possible runoff into pond from tin roof that had recently been 
patched with roofing tar.   
 
PRESENTATION:  Lots of perimeter vegetation, rocks on bottom were clean looking except for a healthy algae coat.  
Skimmer baskets clear, water not stained or cloudy.  Ammonia, nitrites, and nitrates near zero.  No obnoxious odors.   
 
FISH APPEARANCE:  Twenty or so large (20-26”) koi lolling near surface, very low energy, barely responding to 
stimuli.  All fish were very red and veiny.  The picture did not make sense, so I began digging deeper.   
 
Here is the more detailed history I got: 
 
The PO had recently taken a two week trip to Europe.  He had left his house, dog, and koi pond to a house sitter, with 
instructions on feeding the fish, but with no emergency contacts.   
 
Right after he left for his trip, the pond pump motor had burned out and died in the monsoons, leaving the pond without 
waterfall or circulation.   
 
The pond sitter did not panic, since the fish seemed to behaving normally, the water looked clear, and there was plenty of 
overhanging shade from the pond plants and mesquite trees.   
 



  � � � � �� � � �       

http:// www.sakoia.org 
August 2007 

  

11 

When the pond owner returned home, he called a local pond maintenance company for help.  After a week of not getting 
service from them, he decided to order and install a new pump himself.  This process added another two weeks to the two 
weeks the pump had already been out of operation.   
 
After proudly figuring out how to cut and glue PVC pipe, the PO fired up the system.  The water was murky for a day or 
so, but then cleared up.   
 
A few days after that, disaster struck.  Three dead fish at the surface, and others looking very sick.   
 
When I got into digging deeper for details, I went back to the biggest recent change, the new pump motor.   
 
I questioned the PO as to the procedure he had used to flush the bead filter after it had sat for a few weeks.  Surprise!  He 
sheepishly admitted that when he got the new pump plumbed and ready to fire up, he was so excited to get water moving 
again that he did not even think about organic matter in the filter.   
 
The PO had not backwashed the filter for two weeks before his trip, since he was expecting to do so upon his return.  The 
bead filter, with two weeks of fish waste, had then been percolating in the hot July sun, for a total of over four weeks.  A 
cloud of decaying organic mulm, festering in the July heat inside the bead filter, was pumped into the pond when the 
pump was restarted.  After a day or so, the pond had visually cleared up, and he had forgotten about the nasty brown cloud 
of muck.   
 
I poked around in the bottom of the pond between the big rocks.  There were several inches of muck in some places, 
despite the crystal clear water.   
 
DIAGNOSIS:   
The decaying brown cloud of muck released into the pond upon filter restart was rich in hydrogen sulfide, a deadly toxin 
to fish, as well as a soup rich in bacterial toxins.  There is often a delayed reaction to H2S, similar to that experienced by 
human smoke inhalation victims who later get lung infections.   
 
Upon examination, many of the fish had “burnt”  looking gills, and all were very red-skinned and very veiny, like the look 
of blood poisoning.  I believe the fish were suffering through a round of infections secondary to the H2S poisoning.    
 
TREATMENT: 
First order of business was a light 1 ppm PP (potassium permanganate) treatment to neutralize any remaining hydrogen 
sulfide.  (1 ppm = 4 grams per 1000 gallons.  A level measuring teaspoon holds about 8 grams)  
 
Second, several flushing and backwashing cycles of the bead filter to remove any remaining debris or toxins, with a 
resulting 30% water change.    
 
Third, maintaining high levels of oxygenation (waterfall flow) for the compromised gill function of the remaining koi.   
 
Fourth, treatment with antibiotics as prescribed by a local veterinarian for those fish with obvious infections.   
 
Fifth, scheduled a pond cleanout for the fall, when cooler water temps allow higher DO (dissolved oxygen) levels, and 
fish will be less stressed by a relocation to drain and clean the pond.   Recommended that retrofit bottom drains be added 
at that time.   
 
Finally, (and this is the moral of the story) – advised PO about some important maintenance items: 
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1) Do NOT allow the buildup of debris or muck on the bottom of the pond.  If there is no bottom drain (as with most 

AquaScapes type ponds), pond needs to be drained and power washed every year or two, depending on fish load, 
leaf and muck buildup, etc. 

 
2) Do NOT stir up clouds of sludge with fish in the pond.  Deadly hydrogen sulfide (and clouds of bacteria and other 

toxins) are released.  
 

3) Any filter that has been stalled or offline for more than four (4) hours has begun to get toxic.  ALWAYS flush a 
stalled filter to waste upon restart.   

 
4) I also suggest a 1 ppm PP treatment after any major maintenance, repairs, or pond or bog cleanouts.     

 
If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to email or call me.   
 

Noel L. Shaw 
koifixer@yahoo.com 

520 400-0335 

Kawarigoi Korner 

 
 

Koi Treats – Pamper your  wet pets 
(By Laurel Nason) 

During the summer months, the koi are voracious eaters and by paying attention to what our koi eat and how 
much, goes a long way towards keeping them healthy. Pond owners should be feeding their koi a summer staple 
food – high in protein and no more than they can devour in 5 minutes.  In addition to their staple food, the koi 
are very receptive to other treats and it can be enjoyable to watch their reactions when new food is introduced. 
Fruits and vegetables that you can feed your koi include romaine lettuce, soft carrots, green peas (and yes, they 
really love the ones from the silver can), orange slices, grapefruit slices, krill, raw shrimp, silkworm pupae, 
Cheerios, dry oats, watermelon, and fresh figs. Feed with moderation though and in small amounts to keep your 
water quality high and give your koi a chance to figure out what this new food is.  Corn is not recommended as 
a supplement (your staple food should not list corn as one of the top 3 ingredients) but they will eat it. My koi 
do not particularly love carrots but I do supplement the staple food with them but it takes the koi awhile to 
warm up to them. On the other hand, a handful of Cheerios, peas and pupae disappears before you can blink. 
Enjoy! 
 
 

Ochiba Shigure – Kawar igoi Var iety 
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(Info provided by 2007 AKCA seminar  supplement) 
 
The Ochiba Shigure translated means “Autumn Leaves Floating on the Water”  and was created by breeding a 
Chagoi (Non-metallic  solid brown, tan or olive green koi) with a Nezu Koi  (silver grey ogon) resulting in a 
grey or blue bodied koi with a chocolate brown or rust pattern which often shows the reticulation on the scales 
like an Asagi. The Ochiba comes in full-scale, doitsu (leather) and ginrin scales. 

            
Photo-Antonio-Koi      Photo- Laurel Nason (full-scale) and Doitsu (leather) 
 
Here is a great website for all varieties: http://www.koiempire.com/v2/varieties.html 
 

From the Spawn Files 
By Laurel Nason 

 
This is my third straight season of having a flock spawn – albeit this year, parents were chosen a little less 
randomly but were not the most popular varieties (i.e. Kohaku, Sanke, etc). Very few deformities are present in 
the survivors (the eggs were placed into separate 150 woman containers to be reared away from the parent koi) 
and some offspring appear to resemble their parents, which is rather exciting to see. Most of the fry were born 
around the last week of April/first week of May – the females were not fertile all at the same time. Because of 
the small container – growth rates were slower but there were not many instances of Toby Koi – those that grow 
at such a fast pace because they prey on their brothers and sisters. The final cull for this year will take place 
next month and will be separated into 3 categories – Tategoi (potential – maybe up to 10 will make this and 
most likely will be kept to study their growth, color and confirmation to assist with future cull decisions), Pond 
quality koi (majority) and deformities/culls. Next month’s issue will have an update & pictures of the little wet 
pets that will be keepers for another year.  There should be some great fish available at this fall’s SAKA koi 
auction and at reasonable prices.  Below is a small sample of the fry. Stay tuned. 
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Upcoming SAKA Business Meetings 
 
August 26, 2007 Hosts: Cuong and Stella Le 

(520) 733-3493 
September 23, 2007 Hosts: Bob and Darleen Panter 

(520) 747-7278 
October 28, 2007 Hosts: Winton and Faye Hall 

(520) 297-1253 
November 2007 NO MEETING: See you at the Show! 
December 9, 2007 Hosts: Bruce & Wanda Triebel 

(520) 572-0060 
January 27, 2008 Host: Open  
February 24, 2008 Host: Open  
March 23, 2008 Host: Open  
Apr il 27, 2008 Host: Open  
May 18, 2008 Host: Open 
June 22, 2008 Host: Open  
July 27, 2008 Host: Open  
August 24, 2008 Host: Open  
September 28,2008 Host: Open 
October 26, 2008 Host: Open 
November 7-9, 2008 NO MEETING: See you at the Show! 
December 7, 2008 Host: Open 
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Upcoming KOI Shows, Pond Tours and Seminars 

� � � � � � Dates/Location 
ZNA Potomac Koi Show September 7-9, 2007 

Held at Meadowlark Park, Vienna Va. 
Contact Michael Frady (703) 360-9142 

16th Annual Washington Koi 
and Water  Garden Annual 
Koi Show 

September 8-9, 2007 
Contact Don Shimono (425) 865-0072 

13th Annual Atlanta Koi Show September 14-16, 2007 
Held at Coastal Pond Supply, Tucker, Ga 
Contact: www.atlantickoiclub.org 

Camellia Koi Club’s 
Combined Show 

September 22-23, 2007 
Held at Placer Co Fairgrounds 
Johnson Hall Roseville, Ca 
Contact Gary Chin (916) 922-2525 

Mid Atlantic Koi Club 19th 
Annual Koi Show 

September 28-30, 2007 
Carroll County Agriculture Center 
Westminster, Maryland 
http://www.makc.com 

2nd Annual Las Vegas Koi 
Show 

October 5-7, 2007 
Palace Station Casino  
2411 West Sahara Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89102  
Contact: Kent Wallace (702) 221-1564 
http://www.lasvegaskoiclub.com 

7th Annual Nature’s Coast Koi 
and Goldfish Show 

October 6-7, 2007 
Cadillac Motel Inn & Suites 
7490 N. Hwy 19 Fanning Springs, Fl 
Contact: Johnny Foster (352) 542-8925 

Central California Koi 
Society Koi Show 

October 13-14, 2007 
Fig Garden Shopping Center 
Fresno, Ca 
Contact: Janet Vukovich (559) 439-6981 

15th Texas Koi and Fancy 
Goldfish Society Annual Show 

October 13-14, 2007 
Held at Water Garden Gems 
San Antonio, Tx 
Contact: Ray Jordan (210) 494-2034 

8th Annual Golden Empire 
Koi Show 

October 19-20, 2007 
Kern Co. Fairgrounds 
Contact: Dave Cope (661) 399-6195 
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28th  Annual SAKA   
Koi Show and Auction 

November 9-11, 2007 
Kino Veterans Memor ial Center  
Tucson, Ar izona 
Contact Bob Panter  for  Info (520) 747-7278 
 

27th Annual AKCA Seminar  
 

June 26-28, 2008 
Hyatt Regency (904) 588-1234 
Jacksonville, Fl 
Contact: Jan Brown (904) 269-2504 
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Mail for KOI USA Subscription to 
P.O. Box 469070 

Escondido, CA  92046 
Or 

Subscribe on-line at 
subscribe@koiusa.com 

Or  
Subscribe by phone at  

1-888-660-2073 
 

For 1 year subscription (6 issues) 
____ $24.95US           for any person in US or Canada 
____ $20.00US          special price for AKCA Koi Club  
   members 

 
 
Club affiliation (for special price) ______________________ 
 
Subscr ibers’  name ______________________________ 
 
Subscr ibers mailing address 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip ____________________________________ 
 
 
Phone number  _____________________________________ 

 
 

Method of payment 
 
___    Check made out to “KOI USA”  
 
___ Visa or Master card    
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
Expiration date ___  ____-____  _____ 
                            Month        year 
 

 

 
 

Annual Membership 
Dues are $25.00 per family from March 1 to February 28 or 29 
of the next year.  If paid after August 1 $17.50, September 1 
$15.00, October $12.50, 
November $10.00, December $7.50. 
 
Membership Type 
_______ Renewal 
_______ New Member 
 
Name: _______________________ 
 
Address: _____________________ 
 
City: _______________________  
 
State: ________ 
 
Zip: _________________________ 
 
Phone #: ____________________ 
 
E-mail ______________________ 
 
Today’s Date: ________________ 
 
# of Koi _____________________ 
 
Years Keeping Koi: ___________ 
 
Pond size: ___________________ 
 
Would you like to host a meeting? 
____________________________ 
 
Would you like to serve on a committee?  
 
______ If yes which one?  
 
_______________________________ 
 

Make Checks payable to: SAKA 
 

Mail to: Faye & Winton Hall 
6775 North Los Arboles Circle 

Tucson, AZ 85704-4110  


