
    � � � � � �� � � 	 �
 � � 
        

http:// www.sakoia.org 
September 2008 

Table of Contents 
Section Page 

SOUTHERN ARIZONA KOI  ASSOCIATION INC. BUSINESS...................................................................2 

SAKA, INC. AIMS.................................................................................................................................................2 
SAKA, INC. CLUB OFFICERS ................................................................................................................................3 
COMMITTEES/POINTS OF CONTACT .....................................................................................................................3 
PRESIDENT’S CORNER ...........................................................................................................................................4 
CLUB MEETINGS....................................................................................................................................................4 
SAKA 10%  DISCOUNT ..........................................................................................................................................4 
CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS .......................................................................................................................................5 
AUGUST’S BUSINESS MEETING M INUTES ............................................................................................................5 
FEBRUARY 12-15, 2009 28TH AKCA SEMINAR AND SAN DIEGO KOI SHOW.......................................................6 
29TH ANNUAL SAKA, INC KOI  SHOW NOV 7TH-9TH 2008, AUCTION AND RAFFLE .............................................6 
MEET THE JUDGES.................................................................................................................................................6 
FEATURED ARTICLES – KOI  SHOW TASKS........................................................................................................8 
KAWARIGOI KORNER ..........................................................................................................................................12 
UPCOMING SAKA BUSINESS MEETINGS............................................................................................................16 
UPCOMING KOI  SHOWS, POND TOURS AND SEMINARS....................................................................................16 



    � � � � � �� � � 	 �
 � � 
        

http:// www.sakoia.org 
September 2008 

Southern Ar izona Koi Association Inc. Business 

SAKA, Inc. AIMS 
a. Organized by those with the interest of raising and improving the quality of Nishiki Koi, and  its 
culture.  
 
b. Through Nishiki Koi, promote better community and international relations and for  the better 
understanding of brotherhood among members through a common  interest.  
 
c. To improve and promote the technology and education of Nishiki Koi and Aquaculture.  
 
BUSINESS 
 
a. To encourage the raising and the better development of Koi through public and private exhibition 
and education.  
 
b. To have a monthly study discussion and/or make field trips to various member’s ponds or anything 
related to Nishiki Koi & Aquaculture.  
 
c. To carry out necessary business functions of the club.  
 
CLUB GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
 
1.  A qualified general member must be interested in Koi and Aquaculture.  
 
2.  Persons wishing to become a general member must pay their dues immediately.  
 
3.  Membership will be terminated by written notice, signed by a majority of officers, if a member is 
found guilty of negligence of his duty, is against the purposes of the Southern Arizona Koi 
Association, Inc. and/or who disgraces or insults the Club.  
  
4.  Dues will not be refunded if termination of membership happens to fall within the membership 
year.  
 
5.  Must not keep an inventory of Koi or Koi Products for sale, advertising etc. for the purpose of  
making monetary gains. 
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SAKA, Inc. Club Officers 

President Bob Panter   
sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

Vice President David Young 
 koiman@mindspring.com 
(520) 682-7697 

Secretary Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

Treasurer Dan and Martha Cover 
mardan79@msn.com 
(520) 297-4071 

 

Committees/Points of Contact  

2008 Pond Tour Debbie Shaw 
castlerockkings@cox.net 
 (520) 275-4510 

29th Koi Show 
Chairperson(s) 

Bob Panter 
dpanteraz@cox.net 
 (520) 747-7278 

AKCA Representative Debby Young  
debbyt@akca.org 
(520) 682-7697 

Newsletter Editor Laurel Nason 
laurelnason@yahoo.com 
(520) 977-2353 

Koi Health Advisor Noel Shaw 
koidoc@noelshawdc.com 
(520) 400-0335 

Membership 
Chairperson 

Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

Raffle Chairpersons Wanda & Bruce Triebel 
wkt56@comcast.net 
(520) 572-0060 

Scholarship Committee Erin Riley  elriley@aol.com 
(520) 818-6490  

 
Editor ’s Note: Ar ticles published herein are intended for  the enjoyment of our  club members and come from a var iety of 
sources. The ar ticles are not intended to replace veter inary advice. Pond owners, and not the club, are responsible for  the 
health of their  koi, water  changes, what to do, and how to treat their  pond. Reasonable effor t is made to review these ar ticles 
for  accuracy before including them in the newsletter . 
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President’s Corner 
Monsoooooooon……what a great season we had.  Everyone’s pond should look great.  Well, do they?  When was the last 
time you checked your Water Quality?  I cannot stress enough to check your water quality at least once a week.  Changes 
can occur in a short period of time.  Your Koi will love you for doing that.  After all, you are the keepers of your Koi’s 
house.  Is it a safe place to live or visit?   
 
Hope all had a great summer.  Koi Show 2008 is less than 2 months away.  Now is the time to show your club spirit by 
helping out with the show.  A sign up sheet will be at the next meeting, so sign up if you have not already done so.  This is 
our “29th Annual Koi Show”.  There are only a couple other clubs in the U. S. who have hosted shows this long.  Your 
participation is something to be proud of.  Keep up the good work. 
 
Education and promoting Koi is what our club is all about.  Imagine, in the not so distant future, a closed in trailer.  On the 
outside it says “Southern Arizona Koi Association, Inc our logo and below in BOLD letters “Educational Services” .  
SAKA’s traveling Educational Koi Trailer equipped with tanks, filters and aeration.  Also, it could have books on Koi and 
Koi ponds, koi food and books on Koi health.  Think of our trailer pulling up to a school and spending an hour talking to 
the youth of today about our hobby.  What better way to promote our club and Koi.  Is this just a dream or can we make 
this part of our future. 
 
For the love of koi, 

� � � �� � � � 	 
 �
 
Bob Panter, President S.A.K.A. 

Club Meetings 
Hosting Meetings: For those wishing to host an upcoming business/education meeting, the club will reimburse the host 
up to $50 (with receipts) toward food/beverage for the meeting.  In addition, each host gets one entry for our host raffle 
prize at the Christmas party (a $500 cash award). We still need hosts for  meetings in 2009. We would like to see your  
pond! Contact Laurel Nason (laurelnason@yahoo.com or 520-977-2353) if interested in hosting a meeting. 

SAKA 10% Discount 
With your SAKA Membership Card at: 
 
Boyd Equipment Center    Mountain View Koi Fish &  Aquatic Plants 
3625 S Country Club Road    3828 E. Keeling Road 
Tucson, Az     Hereford, Az 85615 
(520) 792-2244 or     (520) 378-3710 
1 (800) 844-2244 
 
Oasis Tropical Fish     
3865 N. Oracle 
Tucson, Az 
(520) 408-9700 
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Club Announcements 

Welcome New Members:   
Steve Walejski, Kellie Walejski 
 
Congratulations:   
Chuck and Phyllis Tampio on the birth of their grandson 
Debby Young who passed all the requirements to become a US Citizen 

August’s Business Meeting Minutes 
Date &  Location: Chuck and Phyllis Tampio’s Home, August 24th 
 
Call to Order : Meeting called to order by Bob Panter at 4:58 pm. 
 
July Minutes:  Motion made to accept and second the July Minutes. Motion passed. 
 
Number  of memberships in attendance:  12 
 
Treasurer ’s Report:  Current balance: $15,129.36 
 
Membership:  54 
 
Correspondence: Tucson Water Gardeners, various club newsletters 
 
AKCA:  Jacksonville profit from the AKCA seminar was $1,532. The AKCA Vice President resigned and Tom 
Ross is the new AKCA VP. Approximately 35 clubs (~15% of clubs) voted on the AKCA elections. Of the 
AKCA clubs asked whether they’ re a non-profit club, 70% responded and about 25% are non-profit. 
 
By-Laws Committee:  The bylaws committee met in Aug and presented the recommended changes to the by-
laws at the meeting. Two corrections/additions were made to the by-laws in the honorary membership and 
proxy vote sections. Motion made to accept the by-laws with corrections. Motion and seconded.  Motion 
passed. 
 
Koi Show Committee:  Vendor and Registration packets will be available for the show prior to next meeting 
and will be posted to our website as soon as available. Meet the judges dinner will be at Pinnacle Peak’s and our 
Banquet will be at El Parador. Lester Berkow and Pam Spindola will be our judges. Some awards have been 
chosen, others are still in work. If anyone has ideas for awards, please contact Bob Panter. The Holiday Inn on 
Palo Verde confirmed a $79/night for the show.  Signage not allowed on the crosswalk. Volunteers needed for 
setting up the banners the week of the show. Debbie Shaw will check prices on Cloudburst Balloons. Permits 
are in review. Letters for donations were mailed out and raffle tickets (pkt of 24) were mailed/given out to each 
member. Super Raffle prize (to be determined) will be available again this year.  Auction committee reports that 
several members are donating koi again this year and that we hope to find members to help round up the koi 
about 2 weeks prior to the show. Several members have offered to keep some of the donated koi until the show.  
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Old Business:  Our application for not for proft status is not yet approved by the federal government. Articles 
are published and the state is still processing the paperwork. We published in mid Aug in the required 
newspapers for 3 consecutive weekdays. Bob Panter will provide the paperwork to the treasurer. 
 
New Business:  None 
 
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 5:50 pm  
 
Education:  Tom Ayers discussed Koi Show preparations  

February 12-15, 2009 28th AKCA Seminar and San Diego Koi Show 
Time to start thinking about next year’s fast approaching AKCA Seminar and San Diego Koi Show. A scholarship 
application and AKCA Seminar form are included in this newsletter. Early registration (by mid Nov) provides a raffle 
ticket towards an $800 koi from Eastern Nishikigoi. 

29th Annual SAKA, Inc KOI Show Nov 7th-9th 2008, Auction and Raffle 
Raffle Pr izes: We need businesses to donate raffle prizes for our upcoming November koi show. If any of our club 
members have businesses or work for companies who would like to donate items, gift certificates, etc to support the club, 
please contact Wanda Karlik-Triebel, our Raffle Chair Person. These prizes can be pond or non-pond related.  
 
Koi Auction: As part of our annual koi show, club members can donate koi for the club auction. Please contact Laurel 
Nason if you anticipate donating fish so we can assess the number of show tanks to reserve for the auction. Also, if 
anyone would like to volunteer at this year’s auction we would love to have you! No experience necessary. 
 
Vendors/Trade Show: We are looking for businesses to participate at our show. Please contact Bob Panter or Debby 
Young for vendor packages. Confirmed vendors include Mountain View Koi Fish and Aquatic Plants, LLC, A’s 
Aquarium, Aquatic Eco-systems and tentatively, the AKCA bookstore. 
 
Show Registration: Show registration information and entry form is attached to this newsletter. 

Meet the Judges 
Pam Spindola and Lester Berkow are our SAKA 29th annual Koi Show Judges. We’ re honored to have them, bios 
courtesy of www.akca.org.  

 

Name: Lester Berkow MD 
Address: 6534 Via Rosa, Boca Raton, FL 33433 
Phone (407) 392-2190 
Profession: Retired MD 

Certified in 1998  
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Years in Hobby: since 1981  

Affiliated Club: Tropical Koi Club, Mid Atlantic Koi Club.  

Positions held: many  

Related Activities: written articles ofr KOIUSA, Mid Atlantic Koi Magazine, Nishikikoi International and Pond 
Keepers Magazine. given many lectures, and active certified KHA  

Accomplishments: Judge in US England and Taiwan.  

 

 

Name: Pam Spindola 
Address: 2112 Omega Drive, Santa Ana, CA 92705 
Phone/Fax:(714) 544-6588, cell (714) 335-9695 
e-mail:pspindola@earthlink.net 
Profession: educator 

Size of Pond: 5,000 gallon concrete pond, 2,500 liner pond  

Year Certified: 2004  

Years in Hobby: 30 years  

Affiliated Club and how many years: Nishiki Koi Club (30 years), Zen Nippon Airinkai SoCal (27 years)  

Positions held in club: Has been President, Show chairperson, AKCA rep of Nishiki Koi Club  

Other koi related Activities: formative member of AKCA Board (Secretary Treasurer), past Editor in Chief of 
KOI USA, author of magazine articles for KOI USA and other gardening magazines, Contributing-author of 
book on koi published in the U.K. Ultimate Koi, past President (several terms) and show chairperson for Nishiki 
Koi Club, contributor for Watergardening International WGI  

Accomplishments: I have entered koi shows since 1976, was Koi Person of the Year from Nishiki Koi Club. 
When she is not at home caring for her koi with her 5 year old black Labrador Retriever, Samurai, she is busy 
teaching Spanish at the high school and community college. Koi Person of the Year representing Nishiki Koi 
Club  
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Personal: Pam is a retired high school Spanish Teacher, but still teaches at the community college level. She is 
an active member of the koi clubs and is currently working on a koi classification website. She cares for her two 
koi ponds with the help of her black Labrador Retriever, Samuarai.  

Featured Articles – KOI SHOW Tasks 
It’ s not too early to think about the November KOI Show. This will be our 29th SAKA Koi show and for the new members 
of our club, putting on the show takes a great deal of effort and participation of as many club members as possible to be 
successful. This year we would like for as many of our members to become involved with some aspect of the show 
preparations and have an opportunity to show their fish. We have a novice class – for those who have never participated in 
any show previously in addition to our open competition. A large show has about 200 koi entered. We would love as a 
club to reach that goal. Sign-up sheets will begin circulating at the next few business meetings for assistance with the 
preparations, the show, and raffle and koi auction. Volunteers are needed and no exper ience is necessary.  
 

KOI Show Information Booklet – AKCA 2007 
(Par tial Repr int from handout provided at the Phoenix AKCA Seminar  
A full manual can be obtained from Joan Finnegan at (949) 548-3690) 

 
SITE COORDINATION COMMITTEE – Site layout, electrical supply, water supply and discharge, 
canopies/shade, lecture area, insurance binder requested, security 
 
JUDGES COMMITTEE – Select and notify judges, gifts for judges hats, hand towels, name tags, ribbons, 
etc., arrange hotel rooms and transport (to a& from airport, show site, banquet), notify judges of lectures, 
provide judges with a copy of the show’s entry form, rules and regulations, send thank you notes after the show 
 
FOOD COMMITTEE – Coordinate Banquet, Judges Meals, and concession stand at the show site 
 
MEDIA COVERAGE COMMITTEE – Radio, Newspapers, Fliers, Postcard mailers, KOI USA, Web Site 
Listings, Magazines, TV, etc. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY COMMITTEE – Photograph entrants and major winners, Photograph AKCA Award and 
Grand Champion Winners, projector to display winners at the banquet, Send photos and article to KOI USA 
Magazine 
 
TRADE SHOW COMMITTEE – Send out packets to vendors, receive and record vendor registration, Site 
layout for each vendor’s area 
 
WATER QUALITY – Record and maintain water quality throughout the show  
 
SECURITY COMMITTEE – Secure someone to safeguard the site and the fish during all of the show 
 
KOI  SHOW COMMITTEE – Set classes, sizes and awards for the show, send out information packets to 
other clubs, receive and record entrant’s registration, plan the site layout 
 
BENCHING COMMITTEE – Need person for recorder, fish handler, measurer/classifier  
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TROPHY COMMITTEE – Obtain trophies, ribbons, certificates; display trophies at the show and transport to 
awards ceremony 
 
FISH HANDLERS COMMITTEE – Team(s) of 2 people to net and bowl the fish as they are needed for the 
judges 
 
EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE – Pre show – check all the equipment, pick up equipment at storage and deliver 
to the show site, set up the equipment, take down equipment, clean and dry the equipment and return the 
equipment to storage 
 
LECTURE COMMITTEE – Select location for lectures, select topics, find speakers, and schedule times for 
each lecture 
 
SCORE KEEPING COMMITTEE – Make a master list of fish in each class/size, record the winning fish, 
post winner’s board 
 
CLUB BOOTH COMMITTEE – Handout pamphlets about the club, koi and vendors, sell memberships, 
refreshments, club merchandise, handle the money, sell raffle tickets 
 
RAFFLE COMMITTEE – Send out packets requesting raffle donations, use personal contact. Receive and 
catalogue item and give list to the media committee, send thank you notes to vendors that responded, obtain 
tickets to sell 
 
MISCELLANEOUS – “KOI SHOW” Signs, direction signs, night lighting, decorations – windsocks, flags, 
banners 
 
CLUB BOOTH – Membership forms, raffle tickets, KOI USA Magazines and subscription forms, club 
information – pamphlets, paper, pens, clipboards, securable money box and change, club merchandise to sell, 
tables and chairs 
 
REGISTRATION BOOTH – Registration packets/forms/benching forms, name badges, pens, paper, 
clipboards, computer program/scorekeeping sheets, power supply for computer and printer, tables and chairs 
 
 
SAKA KOI AUCTION COMMITTEE – The auction has similar tasks/needs as the show: 
advertising; site planning (shade, tank logistics); equipment set-up and tear down (tanks, oxygen, water, 
cardboard boxes, bags, rubber bands, markers, salt, amquel, etc.); coordinating with koi donors and assessing 
fish loads and water quality; auctioneer; microphone and audio system; raffle paddles for participants; fish 
handlers (netting and bowling); fish bagging and oxygenating; computer operator;  money handlers;  fish bag 
marking;  security; air quality monitoring and equipment checkout;  pedestrian traffic control during the 
auction; retrieving auction participants koi after checkout/payment; tables and chairs. 
 
We also occasionally need people to run errands and for fish transport for the show and for the auction. 
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VENDOR/TRADE SHOW SUPPORT - We need club members to support our vendors so they can take 
breaks from their booths (for lunch, bathroom breaks, water breaks), assist with errands, set-up/tear down, 
loading, unloading and to show our general appreciation as they help us put on the show. 

 
2008 SAKA KOI  SHOW SIGN-UP SHEETS 

 
FRIDAY, Nov. 7th 

8 A.M. Set-Up for  Show 
Laurel Nason   977-2353 Dan Cover   297-4071 
Dave Johnson  733-6175 Bob Panter   747-7278 

  
  

 
11:30 A.M.  Pick-up Lunch &  Clean-up  

Bob Panter   747-7278  
 

3:00-6:00 P.M.  Fish Registration &  Benching 
Er in Riley  818-6440  

  
  
  

 
 

SATURDAY, Nov. 8th 
6:00 A.M. Secur ity Relief 

  
  

 
7:00 A.M.-9:00 A.M.  Fish Registration &  Benching 

Er in Riley  818-6440  
Jeff Evans  400-7212  

  
 

10:00-4:00 P.M. Judging of the KOI  
 

 Fish Handlers 
Laurel Nason  977-2353  

Dan Cover   297-4071  
  
  
  
  

 
Marshall’ s 

  
  

Runner ’s 
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Computer  Operator ’s for  Judging 

  
  
  

 
11:30 Set-up for  Saturday Lunch &  clean-up after  lunch 

  
  

 
SUNDAY, Nov. 9, 2008 
6 A.M. Secur ity Relief 

  
  

 
11:00 A.M Administration for  Auction 

(includes:  computer  operator ,  selling paddles; collecting monies, release slips, etc.) 
Lynn Riley  825-9066-computer   

Dar leen Panter  747-7278 (paddles &  money)  
Er in Riley  818-6490   

 
 

11:30 Auction Fish Handlers &  Baggers 
Laurel Nason  977-2353  
Dave Johnson  733-6175  
Terry Johnson  733-6175  

Noel Shaw  400-0335  
Debbie Shaw  400-0335  
Dan Cover   297-4071  

 
Water  Quality 

  
 

SAKA BOOTH 
  
  
  
  
  

Raffle 
Wanda  Bruce 

Jeff Evans  400-7212  
  

 
Dr iver ’s for  Judges  
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Pick-up on ar r ival at airpor t; take to hotel to check-in; take to the Judges Dinner  Fr iday night and back to hotel.  
Take to show for  judging by 10 a.m Saturday and to the Banquet on Saturday night after  rest in the hotel.  Then, 

take the judges to Sunday a.m. breakfast at Tom’s; check-out at hotel and back to the airport for  depar ture. 
Noel Shaw Debbie Shaw 

 
Runner ’s 

  
  
  

 
Computer  Operator ’s 

  
  
  

 
3:00 P.M. Take Down Show 

Tim Moore  205-0551 Jeff Evans  400-7212 
K im Moore  205-0551  

Dave Johnson  733-6175  
Terry Johnson  733-6175  

Noel Shaw  400-0335  
Debbie Shaw  400-0335  

  
  

 
 

Kawarigoi Korner 

 
 
 

ACCLIMATING YOUR NEW FISH  
 

New fish, of any or igin and pr ice range, are “ high r isk” .  They WILL be swapping germs with your  existing fish.  They may be carrying 
“ bugs”  (infectious organisms) themselves, or , run down or  stressed from transport, they may be susceptible to the routine low levels of 
parasites and bacter ia found even in your  healthy pond.  Consider  developing a quarantine tank (Q-tank) facility, sufficient to effectively 
house, treat, and quarantine ALL new fish in.  Var ious more sophisticated introduction protocols are available and may be advisable when 
introducing new fish into your  pond (see “ Unquarantine”  and “ Q2”  protocols).  Contact the author  for  more information.  
 

PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE PAPER BEFORE PROCEEDING !!! 
 
WHAT THIS PROCEDURE WILL NOT DO: 
This protocol is not designed to cure sick fish.  I t will not eliminate koi herpes virus (KHV).  I t guarantees nothing, but gives you better  odds 
than just dumping new fish in the pond.  CONSIDER THIS A BARE MINIMUM.   
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WHAT YOU’LL NEED:  
• A tub or  pail large enough to comfor tably hold your  largest new fish (in water) for  ten minutes or  so, with cover , preferably able to hold 
five to ten gallons of fresh clean pond water , for  salt dip.   
• A second tub of fresh clean pond water  for  r inse and rest, if possible.   
• Air  pump and stones for  both tubs, if possible.  
• Salt (sodium chlor ide) for  dip- solar salt or  rock salt is best.  1½ lbs per  10 gallons of water .  DO NOT USE THIS SALT DOSE FOR THE 
MAIN POND!! 
 
STEP ONE – PRE-TREAT MAIN POND  
Have the main pond cleaned up and ready to go in advance of deliver ing new fish.  Remove dead fish, dead plants, and loose bottom debr is; 
clean and flush settling chambers, pre-filters, bead filters, etc. as necessary.  Per form a 30-50% water  change after  pond and filter  cleanup.  
Treat new water  with dechlor inator . 
 
STEP TWO – INSPECT NEW FISH  
• Fill your  treatment tub with fresh clean pond water , adding the salt, and stir  until fully dissolved.  Keep in shade.  Star t air  stone if 
available.  I f new fish does not appear stressed by bag or  temperature conditions, float bag in tub for  at least fifteen minutes to help equalize 
water  temps a little before unbagging fish.  While in bag, carefully inspect each fish up close, top and bottom, for  the presence of any obvious 
parasites or  sores, red streaks in fins or  tail, etc, which you may need to treat separately later .   
 
STEP THREE – SALT DIP (removes some surface parasites)   
Add enough salt to first dip tub to yield about a 2% (two percent) solution (1½ lbs per  10 gallons). Stir  until fully dissolved. 
 
Introduce new fish, one at a time, (without any of the transfer  water) into the salt dip tub, with airstone if possible, for  two to three minutes 
max, watching them carefully.  This is a strong salt concentration, that your  new fish will probably appear to dislike.  Keep the treatment tub 
netted or  covered to prevent their  jumping out.  Scoop them out at the first sign of “ giving up”  or  “ rolling over”  onto their  side.  Smaller  fish 
take less time to react.  Watch them carefully!!.   

 
I f second tub with fresh clean pond water  is available, transfer  each fish, after  the salt dip, for  several minutes until it fully recovers its 
senses.  I f second tub is not available, release fish into main pond at once.   
 
STEP FOUR – WATCH FISH!! 
Your new fish need some time to get used to the new environment.  They may want to jump out (who knows why!).  Consider  providing 
extra sur face cover  (float Styrofoam, clean wood boards, etc, to cover  par t of the pond sur face). Watch all your  fish carefully for  the first few 
weeks for  any signs of distress, such as gulping air , “ flashing”  off the bottom, isolation, etc., that last for  more than a few days.       
 
There are a var iety of pond and fish treatments, including quarantine, that are recommended for  best results when adding new fish.  
However, this very simplistic acclimation protocol cer tainly gives your  new fish more of a fighting chance.   
 
STEP SIX – ENJOY FISH! 
 
QUESTIONS?  COMMENTS?  I  welcome both.   
Noel L . Shaw, Koi Health Advisor     phone: (520) 400-0335 email: Koidoc@noelshawdc.com 
 
Suggested reading and research:  
• Nick St. Erne, DVM “Advanced Koi Care”  
• Er ic Johnson DVM “Koi Health and Disease”   ( www.koivet.com ) 
• Koi Health Advisor  program – Associated Koi Clubs of Amer ica ( www.akca.org )  
• SAKA website (SAKoiA.org) for  “ Q2”  and “ Unquarantine”  ar ticles.  
 
Local koi product resources: 
SAKA club meetings… 4th Sunday of each month; Info at SAKA booth  
Rancho Del Koi – 886-8797    
Pond Plants &  More – 292-6774  
Mountain View Koi – 520 378-3710 (Sierra Vista)  
Deser t Pet Center  – 745-5158  
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SAKA Letter of Accommodation  

 
SAKA received a letter  of thanks from the Pima Co. Sher iff’s department. Kudos to Nathan Novak 
(Canyon Pondscapes) who went above and beyond the call of duty on behalf of the club and was the first 
responder to assist the sher iff’s department in this effor t.  
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Taro Kodama, President of Kodama Koi Farm, hasn’ t lost his enthusiasm for Koi!  He laughs, and says “We handle 
1000’s and 1000’s of Koi, and it’s like having Christmas every day!  The Koi never cease to amaze me with their 
beautiful developing colors, and delight me with their antics.  Every so often, one brazen baby Koi will surf into the 
feeding fray, and steal food from a large Koi’s mouth!  The older Koi seem to tolerate the babies, and babies just get 
bolder! 
 
Life isn’ t all fun and games at a Koi Farm, even though everyone on the staff seems to enjoy their jobs.  When you look at 
the huge facility in Hawaii, it’ s hard to image the amount of work and persistence that it took to get there.  Taro first 
opened Japan Koi Online (JKO) in September, 2000 in California.  His idea was to try to introduce really high-quality 
Japanese Koi to the American market at a fraction of traditional dealer costs by using an auction.  Customers could bid on 
gorgeous Koi and win them more reasonably, so that many more hobbyists would get to enjoy high-quality Koi. 
 
Everything was going well.  Unfortunately, the farm accepted a return Koi in December of 2001, and it was infected with 
KHV.  Taro ended up euthanizing his entire stock of 2000 Koi under veterinarian supervision.  He bleached the facility, 
and started over.  His willingness to share his experience and to learn from it says a lot.  JKO used their misfortune as the 
base for a better protocol to ship disease-free Koi.  They whole staff doubled their efforts to recover from the setback, and 
soon, they had established JKO as a major source for healthy Koi.  As the business grew, the CA location was not large 
enough, and in 2006, Taro moved the farm to Hawaii because of the excellent weather, water quality and the ease of 
transporting fish from Japan to the states.   
 
Taro learned a lot from his experience.  Kodama Koi Farm never allows any Koi that has left the property to return.  The 
water in every tank is kept at a temperature that will allow KHV to emerge, if it exists.  The high water temperature also 
allows parasites and bacteria to multiply, so that they can be removed before the Koi are sold.  The farm only buys Koi 
from their trusted breeders.  They buy over 100,000 babies each September, and raise them in Hawaii until they are ready 
to be sold.  All Koi leaving Japan are tested for SVC by the Japanese government and receive a health certificate.  All Koi 
to be sold are separated into special quarantine tanks for 30 days at the correct water temperature, and each group is tested 
for KHV by a State of Hawaii veterinarian.  No Koi is sold until the farm receives a negative KHV report from the 
authorized laboratory. 
 
Taro says that the problem is that diseases can be associated with birds, human transmission and even rain!  No matter 
how careful he is, diseases may still be transmitted.  Some Koi recover from KHV, and they are known to be carriers of 
the virus.  Carriers show no symptoms, but can infect the rest of a pond.  Whenever hobbyists buy Koi – no matter where 
they get them from – Taro suggests the following: 
1) Have a quarantine tank that is isolated from your pond. 
2) Put a Koi from your pond in that tank along with the newly purchased Koi. 
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3) Keep the water temperature between 70-80 degrees for 30 days. 
4) If the Koi from the pond gets sick, have it tested for KHV.   
5) If it is not KHV, then all the Koi are safe to release in your pond. 
 
“Luckily, finding KHV is pretty simple,”  says Taro.  He continues; “All it takes is 30 days at about 75 degrees.  Our farm 
will be participating in the Best Health Practices (BHP) program, which is being sponsored by Project KHV to reduce the 
spread of KHV in America.  We want our farm to be an example for Best Health Practices, and we hope all Koi dealers 
will follow the BHP protocols.  Now that we have this wonderful Farm with an exceptional selection of beautiful Koi, we 
want everyone to enjoy high-quality Koi from Japan!”    
 
To accomplish that, Taro is looking to hire several Koi Kichi hobbyists to work for him as Koi Ambassadors.  If you are 
interested in learning more about becoming a Koi Ambassador for Kodama Koi Farm, call 808-623-2998, and leave your 
name and phone number, and a representative will return your call. 

Upcoming SAKA Business Meetings 
 
� � � � � Location 
September 28, 2008 Host: Bob and Darleen Panter 520-747-7278 
October 26, 2008 Host: Anson and Kazumi Tripp 
November 7-9, 2008 NO MEETING: See you at the Show! 
December 7, 2008 Host: Bruce Triebel and Wanda Karlik-Triebel – Christmas Party 
Jan 25, 2009 Host: Chuck and Phyllis Tampio 
Feb 22, 2009 Host: Frances Case 
March 22, 2009 Host: Tom Ayers 
Apr il 26, 2009 Host: David and Debby Young 
May 31, 2009 Host: Dan and Martha Cover 
June 28, 2009 Host: Open 
July 26, 2009 Host: Open 
August 23, 2009 Host: Open 
September 27, 2009 Host: Dave and Terry Johnson 
October 25, 2009 Host: Bob and Darleen Panter 
November, 2009 NO MEETING: See you at the Show 
December 13, 2009 Host: Christmas Party - Open 
 

Upcoming KOI Shows, Pond Tours and Seminars 

� � � � � � Dates/Location 
  

      
29th Annual SAKA, Inc.  
Koi Show and Auction 

November  7-9, 2008 
Kino Veterans Memor ial Park 
Tucson, Az. 
Contact: Bob Panter  (520) 747-7278 
dpanteraz@cox.net 
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AKCA 28th Annual Seminar  Feb 12-15, 2009 
AKCA Seminar  &  San Diego Koi Show are combined 
www.koiclubsandiego.org 

Tucson Area Pond Tour  May 2009 
Contact Debbie Shaw 
 castlerockkings@cox.net 
 (520) 275-4510 
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Southern Arizona Koi Association, Inc.  www.sakoia.org 

Scholarship Application Form 
To attend the 28th Annual AKCA Seminar 

Due 01/02/09 
Mail to Club President Bob Panter 3552 South Chesin Drive Tucson, AZ   85730 

  
 
 
Name : _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
Phone number: __________________________________________  
 
  
 
Why do you want to attend the 28th Annual AKCA Seminar in San Diego, Ca?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you hope to gain and/or learn from the 28th Annual AKCA Seminar?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What will you hope to give back to the Southern Arizona Koi Association, Inc, if you are selected to receive some support 
to attend the 28th Annual AKCA Seminar?  
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Mail for KOI USA Subscription to 
P.O. Box 469070 

Escondido, CA  92046 
Or 

Subscribe on-line at 
subscribe@koiusa.com 

Or  
Subscribe by phone at  

1-888-660-2073 
 

For 1 year subscription (6 issues) 
____ $24.95US           for any person in US or Canada 
____ $20.00US          special price for AKCA Koi Club 
    members 

 
 
Club affiliation (for special price) 
______________________ 
 
Subscr ibers’  name ______________________________ 
 
Subscr ibers mailing address 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip 
____________________________________ 
 
 
Phone number  
_____________________________________ 

 
 

Method of payment 
 
___    Check made out to “KOI USA” 
 
___ Visa or Master card    
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
Expiration date ___  ____-____  _____ 
                            Month        year 
 

 

 
http://www.sakoia.org 
Annual Membership 

Dues are $25.00 per family from March 1 to February 28 or 
29 of the next year.  
 
Membership Type 
_______ Renewal 
_______ New Member 
 
Name: _______________________ 
 
Address: _____________________ 
 
City: _______________________  
 
State: ________ 
 
Zip: _________________________ 
 
Phone #: ____________________ 
 
E-mail ______________________ 
 
Today’s Date: ________________ 
 
# of Koi _____________________ 
 
Years Keeping Koi: ___________ 
 
Pond size: ___________________ 
 
Would you like to host a meeting? 
____________________________ 
 
Would you like to serve on a committee?  
 
______ If yes which one?  
 
_______________________________ 

Make Checks payable to: SAKA, Inc. 
 

Mail to: Martha and Dan Cover 
2891 W. Ribera Place 

Tucson, AZ 85742 

 


