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Dave and Terry Johnson 
11303 E Spanish Trail 

Phone: (520) 240-8838 or (520) 722-0307 
 
 

 
 

Dave and Terry Johnson’s House 
Education starts at 3:00 
Meeting starts at 4:00 

 
From Houghton, East on Old Spanish Trail to address 

SAKA, Inc Club Officers 
President Bob Panter   

sakabob@yahoo.com 
 (520) 747-7278 

Vice President David Young 
 koiman@mindspring.com 
(520) 682-7697 

Secretary Lynn Riley 
(520) 825-9066 

mailto:sakabob@yahoo.com
mailto:koiman@mindspring.com
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Treasurer Dan and Martha Cover 
mardan79@msn.com 
(520) 297-4071 

Committees/Points of Contact  
2010 Pond Tour Jeanmarie Schiller 

Tucsonpondtour@yahoo.com   
(520) 299-1876   

30th Koi Show Co-
Chairperson(s) 

Bob and Darleen Panter 
dpanteraz@cox.net 
(520) 747-7278 

AKCA Representative Debby Young  
debbyt@akca.org 
(520) 682-7697 

Newsletter Editor Brent VanKoevering 
bvankoevering@longrealty.com 
(520) 780-3980 

Koi Health Advisor Noel Shaw 
koidoc@noelshawdc.com 
(520) 400-0335 

Membership Chairperson Faye Hall 
(520) 297-1253 

Raffle Chairpersons Wanda & Bruce Triebel 
wkt56@comcast.net 
(520) 572-0060 

Scholarship Committee Erin Riley  elriley@aol.com 
(520) 818-6490  

 
Editor’s Note: Articles published herein are intended for the enjoyment of our club members and come from a variety of 
sources. The articles are not intended to replace veterinary advice. Pond owners, and not the club, are responsible for the 
health of their koi, water changes, what to do, and how to treat their pond. Reasonable effort is made to review these 
articles for accuracy before including them in the newsletter. 
 
 
 

Presidents Corner                                                                           9-16-09 
 
Presidents Corner 
 
Is the heat gone?  Do you think?  I am ready and I am sure there are many out there who feel the same way.  We are 
slowly coming to the time of year where your pond will start cooling off.  Yes it will cool off.  As the nights get longer 
and the days shorter your water will start to reflect a change in temperature.  This is OK.  Your Koi will love it for the 
time being.  It will also be good for the Show.   
 
And speaking of Show 2009 are you ready.  This is our 30th Show and what a show it will be.  Tell all your friends and 
family.  This will be our biggest show ever.  Have you seen the line up?  Taiko Drummers, Martial Arts Demonstrations, 
Japanese Dance, and much more.  Something for everyone.  So spread the word. 
 
Amado Territory Ranch, at the request of Ann Marie Bonita(Ribbit Ponds and Watergardens),donated their Koi for our 
Auction.  They are having their pond redone and ask of we would like to have their Koi for our auction.  With that Tim 
Moore, Casey Tims friend, Karen Wilson, Dave Johnson, Noel Shaw, and myself had fun netting koi and some gold fish.  
We transported over 100 koi to Ponds Plants and More who offered to keep them till the show.  Thank you all for your 
time and hard work and looking after our koi. 
 
Our koi, what are they?  They are relaxation, they are graceful, they bring joy into our lives, sometimes sorrow as we 
watch them grow get old and go back to nature.  For me they are all these things and more.  To watch them in the water 

mailto:mardan79@msn.com
mailto:Tucsonpondtour@yahoo.com
mailto:dpanteraz@cox.net
mailto:debbyt@akca.org
mailto:bvankoevering@longrealty.com
mailto:koidoc@noelshawdc.com
mailto:wkt56@comcast.net
mailto:elriley@aol.com
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and listen to the waterfalls, to see them grow, to feed them and touch them as they eat out of my hand, this is the pleasure, 
satisfaction, and joy koi bring me.  To try to teach other about them, to show them that a pond can be clear even with koi, 
because they are no messier than any other fish.  This is what Koi do for me. 
 
For the love of Koi, 
 

Bob Panter, President SAKA, Inc. 
 

 
 

 

SAKA, Inc 10% Discount 
With your SAKA, Inc Membership Card at: 
 
Boyd Equipment Center   Mountain View Koi Fish & Aquatic Plants 
3625 S Country Club Road    3828 E. Keeling Road 
Tucson, AZ     Hereford, AZ 85615 
(520) 792-2244 or     (520) 378-3710 
1 (800) 844-2244 
 
Oasis Tropical Fish    Patty’s Water Plants 
3865 N. Oracle     By Appt Only 
Tucson, AZ     E. Benson Highway, Tucson AZ 
(520) 408-9700     (520) 294-0748  

Club Meetings 
Hosting Meetings: For those wishing to host an upcoming business/education meeting, the club will reimburse the host 
up to $50 (with receipts) toward food/beverage for the meeting. We would like to see your pond! Please contact Bob 
Panter if you are interested in hosting a meeting. 

Club Announcements 
We need a host for our October meeting as the person who was to host will be out of town. Please contact Brent 
VanKoevering if you are interested. We also need hosts for January and February of next year. 
 
January 17th, 2010 is the Valley of the Sun Koi Club meeting date. Nick Saint-Erne, DVM will be the presenter at a Koi 
Health Seminar on that date.  The initial plan is for a 2-3 hour presentation and wet lab. 
David Yee and Dennis Beard are the coordinators. Likewise, VSKC will be assisting members in a group purchase of 
hobbyist quality microscopes prior to the event.  We also want to have some slides and covers to be available. Please 
contact Dennis or David for additional information. 
 
 
August Business Meeting Minutes 
 
Date & Location:  August 23, 2009 at Martha and Dan Cover in Tucson, AZ   
 
Call to Order:  Meeting called to order by Bob Panter at 3:54 PM. 
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July Minutes:  Motion made to accept and second the July Minutes; motion passed. 
 
Number of members in attendance:  16 members  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Current checking account balance:  $5411.76.  Savings account balance: $50.02.  CD is maturing 
March 15, 2010:  $5093.81.  
 
2009 Current Membership:  46 active members. 
 
Correspondence:  Bob received newsletter from the Water Gardners.  Litek makes filters and confirmed that they will 
attend the Auction as a vendor. Bob also received a conference call about further requirements from the IRS concerning 
the non-profit classification we are requesting.  
 
AKCA:   No report 
 
2009 Show and Auction Committee:  Set up for the show will begin on Friday, November 13th and the food vendor, 
Marie’s, will cater that evening for the Judges’ Dinner at the Park and also for the Show. Friday’s dinner will be at 6 PM 
and cost $18.00. Awards Banquet will be held at El Parador.  One of the Judges is Mike Frady. The Holiday Inn and the 
Hampton Inn by the airport has rooms for that weekend for $79 per night – tell them you are with SAKA.  Jean will be 
confirming the entertainment during the weekend; martial arts demonstration, examples of origami and classical Japanese 
dance and drummers. Bob will be working on the awards.  
 
Pond Tour:  Jean has the calendars ready. Debbie Shaw suggested we give pond tour tickets to club members to sell. 
 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business:  Blimp is fixed and will be flying for the Show and Auction. 
   
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 4:28 PM. 
 
Educational Talk:  Dan Cover gave a slide show and talk on the construction of their new pond. 
 
 
Lynn Riley 
Secretary 
 

Featured Articles 

Desert Rescue 
  
"The Amado Ranch and Inn, a historic landmark, is undertaking a remodel of their grounds.  As part of that 
landscaping remodel, an old pond, home to about 100 koi and goldfish, was to be drained and refitted with a 
waterfall and bog.  On short notice, the Southern AZ Koi Society was asked to provide homes for the long term 
piscine residents of the pond.   
  
A volunteer team, including Bob Panter (SAKA president), Noel Shaw (Koi Health Advisor), Karen Wilson 
(Pond Tour and Koi Auction co-chair), Tim Hill, Dave Johnson, and various of Tim's children drained the last 
six inches of muddy water, and waded in the knee deep muck to heroically rescue the beleaguered fish.  The 
fish were bagged in clean water, and transported to Ponds, Plants, and More, who graciously agreed to provide 
an interim home for the fish until the SAKA Koi Show and Auction on November (15th?).   
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Various frogs and crayfish, and the entire population of microscopic organisms in the pond were either not able 
or not willing to be rescued, unfortunately, and were left to fend for themselves during the pond remodel and 
reconstruction.   
  
Tim Hill was the winner of the "most crusty volunteer" award.   
  
The Koi Rescue Program is just one of the services provided by the Southern Arizona Koi Association, for the 
love of koi.  Rescued and donated fish, along with beautiful fish and other koi and pond related items from 
many vendors, will be available for purchase at the (30th?) Annual SAKA Koi Show and Auction on November 
13th, 14th, and 15th."  
 
 

   
 
            Reprinted from akca.org 

KOI CLASSIFICATION & JUDGING CRITERIA 
By Douglas Dahl 

  
KOHAKU 
It is said “appreciation of koi starts and ends with Kohaku”.   What that means is Kohaku was the first class to be bred consistently 
or stabilized in about 1890.    It also means that after a person has studied all of the classes of koi and has become experienced, 
they will come back to appreciate Kohaku for its simplicity and beauty.    I will keep the amount of Japanese terminology to a 
minimum in this lecture.    A Japanese term dictionary will be available soon in KOIUSA magazine and on the AKCA website. 
  
Before I continue on Kohaku, I want to take a minute to discuss judging points common to all classes.   Koi are judged as a whole 
or holistically and are not judged on a positive or negative point system.    Negative points can come into play in close contests.    
Koi are judged side by side based on what we see today and not what may be there next week or next year.   Japanese Judges have 
a disadvantage in often being able to recognize bloodlines, which can cloud their “judge for today” decisions because they know 
which koi cost more and has more potential.   A Japanese Judge once answered a question on why a koi won an award replying, 
“because it was the most expensive fish”.    Koi may lose today only to come back to win tomorrow based on the competition 
tomorrow.   
  
1.  First, the koi cannot be missing anything like a fin or have any abnormalities like a pushed in mouth all of which will 
disqualify the koi from judging.    The exception is the second set of barbels.     
2.  Second the koi must be healthy and not show signs of disease or parasites, which could disqualify the koi from judging.    An 
exception is made for split fins or bruises judged to be caused during transportation.    
3.  Third, is the importance of body conformation.   Broad, thick body shape of female koi is preferred giving an imposing 
appearance when compared to the thin trout shaped body of a male koi.    Shape and size of the fins are important to be in 
proportion to the body.    The head shape is important that it not be too short or too long or turn to one side.   The koi when viewed 
from above should be symmetrical on both sides and not have one side flatter than the other.    Even the way a koi swims is taken 
into account on conformation.   Not all female koi hold their eggs well, which could affect conformation.     
4.  Fourth, in my opinion is quality of skin and deep, vibrant colors, which makes koi “living jewels”.   This also includes how 
well the koi is “finished”, are all of the colors up, and is there a good sheen on the skin.    It is conformation and quality that will 
catch a Judges eye from a distance.   
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5.   Fifth is pattern that is artistically balanced and not front, tail or side heavy.   Pattern must also be proportional to the size of the 
koi and not have a small pattern on a huge body or a huge pattern on a small body.    
6.  Last is uniqueness or character usually of the pattern on the head that makes this koi special. 
  
  
  
Now for Kohaku.    We have a snow white (shiro) base color with a red (hi) pattern.    The pattern may be stepped or continuous.    
The white must be without blemish or yellow tint.    The hi may be any one of the many hues from deep persimmon orange to 
Ferrari red but the red must be thick without any thin spots and the pattern must be the same color from head to tail.   Some Judges 
prefer the persimmon orange hi to the Ferrari red because the orange appears soft and the purple red appears hard and gaudy.   
Kohaku must have red pattern on the head.    The pattern on the body must be artistically balanced and the kiwa or rear edges of 
each spot must be sharp like cut with a razor.   A new bias in Japan has started to favor bloodlines that have the kiwa stop at the 
edge of each scale forming a scalloped edge rather than a straight edge across the center of a scale.    The front edge of each spot 
(not on the head) may have blurred red color that is called “sashi” or insertion.    Sashi indicates the koi is still improving in 
quality and is not finished yet.   It is elegant if a Kohaku has a white nose and a white area with no red pattern just in front of the 
tail called a “tail stop” and several other names.     Some subtleties of pattern not liked are a totally red head or red down the face 
to the nose that are heavy in appearance.   Red pattern wrapping below the lateral line suggests a future koi when the red and 
white are better balanced.    Red spots below the lateral line are disliked.    The lateral line is a raised sensory organ running the 
full length of a koi half way up the side of a koi.    A red head pattern with an additional red lip mark is called “kuchibeni” and can 
be cute if it balances the overall pattern.    Red pattern at the base of the pectoral fin was considered unfavorable but is being 
accepted now if it adds to the overall balance of the pattern.   Red into the tail or into the dorsal fin is still disliked.   Kohaku tend 
to get black specks “shimis” in hard water with high pH. 
  
SANKE 
Sanke or “Taisho Sanshoku” is a Kohaku with an added black spotted pattern overlaid onto the body.   Sanke were first stabilized 
round 1917(the Taisho Emperor era).    All of the criteria for Kohaku also apply to Sanke.   In addition, the black spots must add 
to the overall balance of the pattern.    The black or “sumi” spots must all be the same color, must be thick with good kiwa, may 
have sashi, must be shiny, lacquered black and are preferred on top of the white instead of on top of the red.   Sanke sumi spots are 
usually above the lateral line on the back.   Sanke may or may not have black stripes in their fins but too many stripes can make 
the fins appear heavy.   Sanke have a tendency to get too much sumi on the back half of the koi making it appear tail heavy.    It is 
difficult to finish the quality of the hi and the sumi on a Sanke at the same time because the hi peaks early in age and the sumi 
peaks later.   Many Sanke have lost to Kohaku because the sumi on the Sanke was not finished which detracted from the 
appreciation of the Sanke even if the white and hi of both koi were equal.   It seems unfair but on the other hand a Sanke with all 
colors finished has the advantage of difficulty and rarity over Kohaku.   This advantage is not often discussed but definitely an 
advantage in judging.   A Sanke with a circle red Tancho pattern on the head in addition to a red and black pattern on the body is a 
Maurten Sanke.   A Sanke with a red pattern running the full length of the body almost covering the complete top is Aka Sanke.   
Aka is another term for red. 
  
SHOWA 
Showa or “Showa Sanshoku” is a Kohaku with an added black, spreading pattern overlaid onto the body that wraps from the back 
down below the lateral line.   The black is not spots like in Sanke.  Showa were first stabilized round 1920(the Showa Emperor 
era).    The earlier Showa bloodlines were a checkerboard of black and red with very little white showing making people call it a 
black koi with white markings.   In fact, breeders kept only all black babies.   Modern “Kindai” bloodlines have a more balanced 
amount of white, red and black showing.   Not until the creation of the modern Kindai Showa did Showa compete on an equal 
basis with Sanke and Kohaku.   All of the criteria for Kohaku also apply to Showa.   In addition, the black wrapping pattern must 
add to the overall balance of the pattern.    The black or “sumi” pattern must all be the same color, must be thick with good kiwa, 
may have sashi and must be shiny black.   Early bloodlines had dull or matte finished sumi and were not as popular as the modern 
Showa.    Showa MUST have all three colors on their face.    Often there is a lightning pattern across the head down to the nose 
called “Menware” or a V pattern on the shoulder.    Showa usually have black in their fins including black base of the pectoral fins 
called “motogoro”.   Showa have a tendency to get too much sumi on the pectoral fins or on the back half of the koi making it 
appear tail heavy.    It is difficult to finish the quality of the hi and the sumi on a Showa at the same time because the hi peaks 
early in age and the sumi peaks later.   Many Showa have lost to Kohaku because the sumi on the Showa was not finished which 
detracted from the appreciation of the Showa even if the white and hi of both koi were equal.   It seems unfair but on the other 
hand a Showa with all colors finished has the advantage of difficulty and rarity over Kohaku.    Again, this is not often discussed 
but definitely an advantage in judging.    Some Showa have light gray sumi under the surface of the scale called “boke” but many 
judges call it unfinished if some of the sumi is up and black but not all of it.    Local, unfinished sumi marks on Showa are 
currently being evaluated whether they should be judged a beauty mark if the quality of the koi is high.    Should a Showa with 



8 

some unfinished sumi be less appreciated than another koi variety that is finished?    It is not a simple answer because you have to 
see both koi to make that holistic judgment.   However, these judgments have been questioned in the past.   Showas with 
underlying sumi that forms a reticulated pattern like Goromo are called Kage Showa and are put into Kawarimono class.    Go 
figure. 
  
GOSANKE (a collection of Kohaku, Sanke and Showa classes) 
The first three classes I discussed (Kohaku, Sanke, Showa) are the oldest koi classes to be stabilized and as a group are called 
Gosanke.   Breeders have had 8 decades to perfect the many bloodlines of Gosanke and also 8 decades to perfect the judging 
criteria for these big 3.    Gosanke are highly valued because they have to breed 100,000 babies to get 10 koi with high quality 
patterns acceptable to the All Japan Koi Show.   Again, with rarity and cost comes appreciation and rewards with Gosanke 
winning almost all of the Major Awards at koi shows.     Most of the other koi classes have been stabilized since World War II.   
Breeders of these koi classes usually get 90 percent or more high quality show koi from each breeding making the koi less 
expensive and much less rare than Gosanke.    One exception is the new Shiro Utsuri (white with black wrapping pattern) and I 
will discuss this class next.   I believe Gosanke, in addition to tradition and cost; also have the advantage of good contrast of color 
with white as the base that shows of the red and black pattern very well. 
  
UTSURI 
Utsuri are white (Shiro), yellow (Ki) or red (Hi) base color koi with wrapping black pattern forming a checkerboard 
pattern that starts on the back and wraps below the lateral line.   Utsuri were originally stabilized around 1925.   Just as the 
early Showas evolved from the dark, heavy patterns to the modern Showa, so has the new Shiro Utsuri very recently 
(1990s) evolved to the balance of white and black and from dull sumi to jet-black sumi.    The Ki and Hi Utsuri bloodlines 
have generally not evolved to this balance or to this jet-black sumi.   As a result Ki and Hi Utsuri are not as highly valued 
and their sumi tends to fade away when moved from a dark pond to a blue show tank.   They also have a tendency to get 
scattered sumi specks on their base color making it look dirty.    Utsuri also may have the motogoro at the base of their 
pectoral fins and sumi in the other fins.  Utsuri need to have black on the face sometimes in the form of a lightening 
pattern down the head.    Like the modern Showa, only the new Shiro Utsuri can compete with Gosanke on an almost 
equal footing.    Shiro Utsuri do not have the difficulty Showa have of finishing two colors which gives the new Shiro 
Utsuri an advantage over Showa in finish but Showa have the advantage in difficulty, rarity and high cost.   Many of the 
comments I made earlier about Showa and also about Gosanke can also be said of the new Shiro Utsuri.   I expect to see 
more Major Awards going to the new Shiro Utsuri in the future. 
  
BEKKO 
Bekko are white (Shiro), yellow (Ki) or red (Aka) base color koi with lacquered sumi spots on the back, like Sanke.   Yes, 
the Japanese have several terms meaning red.   Shiro Bekko often result from Sanke breeding but are koi that never 
developed a red pattern or lost their red pattern.    The most difficult and important thing with Bekko is to get a clear, 
unblemished head with no sumi pattern.     The fins are the same as Sanke.    Ki and Hi Bekko have the same problem as 
Utsuri in the tendency to get many small black spots but the sumi does not fade at shows like Ki and Hi Utsuri tend to do.  
Hi Bekko with this condition are referred to as pumpkin fish (not meant as a compliment).    I believe Bekko are not 
valued because they are culls from Sanke breeding making them second-class.    Their appreciation also suffers from not 
having a head pattern that Shiro Utsuri does have. 
  
TANCHO 
In Kohaku, Sanke and Showa breeding, many koi turn out to have only a single red spot which is on the head.    We call 
these koi Tancho, Tancho Sanke and Tancho Showa respectively and they are shown in Tancho class.   The Tancho spot 
must be between the eyes and preferable perfectly round.   It must not go back onto the shoulder of the koi or down to the 
nose of the koi.   Red may not appear anywhere else on the koi to be shown in Tancho class.   A sumi pattern may cross 
the Tancho mark on a Tancho Showa.   No other variety with a spot on the head may be shown in Tancho class.    This 
includes Goshiki with red spot on the head, Bekko with black spot on the head and Ogon with orange spot on the head to 
name a few. 
  
  
DOITSU (in all classes of koi) 
Doitsu are Japanese koi crossbred to display the characteristics of the German “leather” carp with no scales at all or with 
the German “mirror” carp having large scales only along both sides of the dorsal fin or with large scales along the dorsal 
fin and also along the lateral line on both sides of the koi.   Doitsu koi have been crossbred in Japan for most all of the 
classes and typically compete against scaled Japanese koi in the same class unless there is a special Doitsu class.   Doitsu 
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koi can easily have sharp kiwa due to not having scales so scaled koi are given the difficulty advantage in judging.    All 
judging points being equal, scaled koi will beat Doitsu koi. 
  
ASAGI / SHUSUI 
Asagi koi have red below the lateral line to the under side, often some red on all fins and the red can come up from the 
belly to cover the gill covers and to the base of the mouth.   Blue color is above the lateral line.     The blue color can vary 
from dark almost gray to a very light blue depending on the bloodlines.   The lighter shade of blue of the Narumi 
bloodline is preferred.   The blue color of each scale is surrounded by a lighter ring around the edge of the scale giving a 
netting appearance which is very pretty when all of the scales line up in straight rows.    This last point is very important 
in judging Asagi.   Also, it is difficult to have a clear head with no blemishes so this also is a strong judging point.    Asagi 
were documented over 160 years ago and have evolved to the beautiful specimens we find today.    The Asagi is fully 
scaled. 
  
Shusui is the Doitsu version of the Asagi.    All criteria and characteristics of Asagi also apply to Shusui except there is no 
netting pattern but a sky blue top half of the koi.   It is very important there is no break in the line of mirror scales from the 
back of the head along the dorsal fin and the scales line up in straight rows.   Again, a clear head is very important.    It is 
difficult to keep black spots from appearing on Shusui in hard, high pH water.    A Shusui with red almost covering the 
back above the lateral line is called Hi Shusui.    A Hi Shusui with the addition of blue mirror scales on both lateral lines 
separating the red top and bottom is called “Hana Shusui”. 
  
KOROMO 
Koromo meaning “robed” is a cross between Kohaku and Asagi.    The result is a white base koi with a red Kohaku 
pattern that has blue edged scales forming a reticulated pattern only on top of the red pattern.   Ai Goromo has beautiful 
blue netting.     Sumi Goromo adds sumi spots.   Budo Goromo has what appears to be clusters of grapes on the red 
pattern.   There are also crosses of Sanke and Showa with Asagi to create Koromo Sanke and Koromo Showa. 
  
KIN GIN RIN  
Literally means Gold and Silver scales.    A chemical deposit creates a sparkle effect on each scale.    Many of the koi 
classes have been crossbred to have Kin Gin Rin scales but if a koi has two rows of Gin Rin scales, it is shown in Kin Gin 
Rin class.   Koi with less Gin Rin scales are usually shown in their normal class and the scales may or may not affect the 
judging.    There are four types Kin Gin Rin scales.    Pearl Gin Rin has a sparkle deposit in the center of each scale like a 
pearl.   Diamond Gin Rin or Hiroshima Gin Rin looks like brushed aluminum sparkle.    Beta-Gin is where the whole 
scale sparkles and is the most valued type.   Kado-Gin has only the aft edge of each scale covered with this sparkling 
deposit.   Gin Rin shows up best on white and red and does not show very well on black.    It needs sunlight to be 
appreciated. 
  
HIKARI MUJI (also called Hikarimono) 
Hikari means metallic.    These are koi with one metallic color.    Koi in this class include Platinum Ogon, Kinbo (shiny 
gold), Ginbo (shiny silver), Orenji (orange) Ogon, Yamabuki (yellow) Ogon and Nezu (silver gray) Ogon.    All of those 
koi are solid color koi with metallic sheen.    With no pattern to judge, all you have is a strict requirement for a clear head 
with no blemishes and a requirement for the color to be consistent from head to tail.    The sheen on the fins, especially the 
pectoral fins, is important when judging ALL metallic koi.    Hikari koi seem to have more problems with deformities of 
the mouth, fins and back than the other classes so look closely when you buy them.    Also in Hikari Muji is the Kin 
Matsuba and the Gin Matsuba that have black reticulation in the center of each scale to form a pinecone pattern.    
  
HIKARI UTSURI (also Hikari-Utsurimono) 
Metallic versions of Showa and Utsuri.    Koi in this class include Kin Showa (metallic Showa with golden luster), Gin 
Showa (metallic Showa with silver luster), Gin Shiro (metallic Shiro Utsuri), Kin Ki Utsuri (metallic Ki Utsuri), Kin Hi 
Utsuri (metallic Hi Utsuri) and Kage Gin Shiro (metallic Showa with kage sumi).    All of these tend to fade out when 
removed from a dark pond and placed into a blue show tank so they don’t show well but will return to their splendor when 
returned to the pond.    All of these also tend to have a dirty sumi look caused by the metallic.    Again the clear head and 
sheen is very important especially in the pectoral fins. 
  
HIKARI MOYO (also Hikarimoyo Mono) 
Koi with two metallic colors like Platinum and red.   Koi in this class include Platinum Kohaku, Gin Bekko, Yamabuki 
Hariwake (yellow and Platinum), Kikisui (literally Water chrysanthemum Platinum Kohaku with wavy red lines on both 
sides) and Orenji Hariwake (orange and Platinum).   Also included with two metallic colors plus black are Kujaku 
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(Platinum Hariwake with black pine cone pattern), Doitsu Kujaku, Yamatonsihiki (metallic Sanke),  Tora Ogon (Tiger koi 
actually a gold metallic Ki Bekko), Hariwake Matsuba (Platinum Hariwake with black reticulation).   Metallic Shusui are 
called Kinsui and Ginsui with the former having more red markings.     Shochikubai are metallic Ai Goromo. 
  
KAWAIRMONO (ALL OTHERS)(no metallic koi allowed) 
We finally get to the end and it is a catch all class for all of the other koi that do not fit into one of the other classes.   The 
list is huge but here are some of the favorites.    
  
Included are all of the Karasugoi or crow carp family that are black with various white markings on the body and fins.    
Depending on how much white you have Hajiro (black with white only on the tail and pectoral fin tips), Hageshiro (black 
with white on tail and pectoral fin tips and on the head), Yotsushiro (Hageshiro with all white head), Kumonryu (Doitsu 
koi with killer whale pattern) and Matsukawabake (koi that changes from black to gray depending on water temperature 
forming a net black pattern).     
There is a very new koi that has been put into Kawarimono due to lack of a better place because it is metallic and does not 
belong in Kawarimono.   This is the Bene(red) Kumonryu called Kikokuryu.   It is a metallic Kumonryu with a red 
pattern.   It probably should be moved to Hikarimoyo because the black looks metallic so it has black, white and red 
metallic colors. 
  
Next in favor is Goshiki meaning 5 colors that are white with a red Kohaku pattern and two shades of blue and black 
netting not only on the red but also on the white.   Cool water makes the colors darken.   It is important for Goshiki to 
have a clean red and white head with no sumi markings.     
  
The next favorite is the Chagoi or brown/green tea colored carp.   These koi grow fast and very large and become the 
favorite in the pond by their gluttony.   Also in solid colors are the Kigoi (yellow koi), Soragoi (gray blue koi), Midorigoi 
(green koi), Benigoi (red koi), Aka Hijiro ( red koi with white fin tips) and Shiro Muji (white koi).   
  
Next is a very recent cross between Chagoi and Kohaku or Asagi called Ochiba Shigure.    This koi  reminds people of 
autumn leaves because the hi shows up as a bright mustard pattern on a gray body with black netting over the whole body.    
The Doitsu version of Ochiba Shigure has been called “antique” due to the colors.    
  
The next group is the Kanoko group.   Kanoko means “fawn” describing a dappled Kohaku red pattern that  looks like 
cherry blossoms.   This group includes Kanoko Kohaku, Kanoko Sanke and Kanoko Showa. 
  
The next group are the Kage (robed)group.   They include Kage Shiro Utsuri, Kage Hi Utsuri, and Kage Showa. 
  
The last group are the non-metallic Matsuba koi.    They are Aka (red) Matsuba, Ki Matsuba and Shiro Matsuba.    There 
are also Doitsu versions of all of the above. 
  

Kawarigoi Korner 

   
 

If you have suggestions for the newsletter or items to be included in Karawagoi Corner or the Calendar, 
Please contact Brent VanKoevering at 520.780.3980 or bvankoevering@longrealty.com.  
 
Koi and butterfly koi.  12"-20".  $75-$225 each depending on size.   
Have 18 total.  Call 574 1980 x144, ask for Roger 
 
 
 

mailto:bvankoevering@longrealty.com
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Upcoming SAKA Education and Business Meetings 
 
Date Location 
August 23, 2009 Host: Dan and Martha Cover 
September 27, 2009 Host: Dave and Terry Johnson 
October 25, 2009 Host: Open 
November 2009 NO MEETING: See you at the Show 
December 13, 2009 Host: The Slonakers 
January 2010 Host: Open 
February 2010 Host: Open 
March 2010 Host: Frances Case 
April 2010 Host: Dave and Debby Young 
May 2010 Host: Open 
  
  
  

Shows, Pond Tours and Seminars 
Event Dates/Location 

      
30th Annual SAKA, Inc.  
Koi Show and Auction 

November 13-15, 2009 
Kino Veterans Memorial Park (To be confirmed) 
Tucson, Az. 
Contact: Bob and Darlene Panter 
(520) 747-7278 
 

Koi Health Wet Lab January 17, 2010. Valley of the Sun Koi Club 
 



12 

 

 
 

Mail for KOI USA Subscription to 
P.O. Box 469070 

Escondido, CA  92046 
Or 

Subscribe on-line at 
subscribe@koiusa.com 

Or  
Subscribe by phone at  

1-888-660-2073 
 

For 1 year subscription (6 issues) 
____ $24.95US           for any person in US or Canada 
____ $20.00US          special price for AKCA Koi Club 
    members 

 
 
Club affiliation (for special price) 
______________________ 
 
Subscribers’ name ______________________________ 
 
Subscribers mailing address 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
City, State, Zip 
____________________________________ 
 
 
Phone number 
_____________________________________ 

 
 

Method of payment 
 
___    Check made out to “KOI USA” 
 
___ Visa or Master card    
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
Expiration date ___  ____-____  _____ 
                            Month        year 
 

 

 
http://www.sakoia.org 
Annual Membership 

Dues are $25.00 per family from March 1 to February 28 or 
29 of the next year.  
 
Membership Type 
_______ Renewal 
_______ New Member 
 
Name: _______________________ 
 
Address: _____________________ 
 
City: _______________________  
 
State: ________ 
 
Zip: _________________________ 
 
Phone #: ____________________ 
 
E-mail ______________________ 
 
Today’s Date: ________________ 
 
# of Koi _____________________ 
 
Years Keeping Koi: ___________ 
 
Pond size: ___________________ 
 
Would you like to host a meeting? 
____________________________ 
 
Would you like to serve on a committee?  
 
______ If yes which one?  
 
_______________________________ 

Make Checks payable to: SAKA, Inc. 
 

Mail to: Martha and Dan Cover 
2841 W. Puccini Place 

Tucson, AZ 85741 
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